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S 2950
Helping HANDS for Autism Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Apr 30, 2008

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Apr 30, 2008)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/2950

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ]
Party: Democratic * State: NJ ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D -NJ Jul 31, 2008
Sen. Sanders, Bernard [I-VT] |- VT Jul 31, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Apr 30, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:
Health
Related Bills
Bill Relationship Last Action
110 HR Identical bill Jun 17, 2008: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on
6282 Financial Services, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for

consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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Summary (as of Apr 30, 2008)

Helping Housing, Awareness, and Navigation Demonstration Services for Individuals With Autism Spectrum Disorders
Act of 2008 or the Helping HANDS for Autism Act of 2008 - Amends the Public Health Service Act to direct the Secretary
of Health and Human Services (HHS Secretary), in coordination with the Secretary of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD Secretary) and the Secretary of Education, to establish a demonstration program to award grants to eligible entities
to develop an autism navigator program to create a more efficient, effective, coordinated use of the health, housing,
education, and social service systems for individuals with an autism spectrum disorder.

Requires: (1) an eligible entity that receives a grant to develop an autism navigator program that will recruit, employ, train,
assign, and supervise autism navigators; and (2) the HHS Secretary to provide for evaluations to determine the effects of
navigator services.

Directs the HHS Secretary, in coordination with the Director of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), to:
(1) develop, demonstrate, and disseminate a standard curriculum for training first responders in assisting individuals with
autism and other cognitive behavioral disabilities and their families during emergencies; and (2) award grants to states
and local governments to train first responders in providing assistance to such individuals in emergency situations.

Requires the HUD Secretary to convene a task force to establish a housing demonstration grant program to award grants
to entities to provide a program aimed at providing individualized housing and services to adults with an autism spectrum
disorder.

Actions Timeline

e Apr 30, 2008: Introduced in Senate
e Apr 30, 2008: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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