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HCONRES 266

Expressing the sense of the Congress with regard to the world's freshwater resources.
Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: International Affairs

Introduced: Dec 6, 2007

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade. (Dec 10, 2007)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-concurrent-resolution/266

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9]
Party: Democratic « State: IL ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-23] D-FL Dec 18, 2007
Rep. Boucher, Rick [D-VA-9] D-VA Jan 23, 2008
Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-3] D - MA Mar 11, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Financial Services Committee House Referred To Dec 6, 2007
Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Dec 6, 2007
Ways and Means Committee House Referred to Dec 10, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

International Affairs

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Dec 6, 2007)

Asserts that: (1) water management priorities should reflect the goals of safeguarding and sustaining water resources; (2)
U.S. executive directors of international financial institutions should not approve loans that require increased cost
recovery or water privatization or public-private partnerships that would result in significant increases in consumer water
fees or in other ways restrict affordable access to water; and (3) federal policies should ensure that sources of water
pollution are adequately regulated and those responsible held accountable for the pollution they cause.

Affirms: (1) that water should not be treated as a private commodity where this would limit or deny public access to
freshwater resources; (2) that Congress firmly commits itself to meet the Millennium Development Goals; and (3) that
access to international loans and debt reduction programs should not be conditioned on implementing increased cost
recovery policies when those policies would result in significantly increased water rates that reduce access to safe
drinking water and sanitation.

Deems that federal funding not be conditioned on the consideration of forms of privatization that would restrict affordable
access to water.

Upholds the principle that governments should engage all members of society in participation in overseeing decisions
concerning water conservation and management.

Recommends that trade agreements should not include conditions related to the provision of water for human use that
would result in reduced access to water.

Recognizes: (1) the need to fully fund the Water for the Poor Act of 2007; and (2) that sufficient and safe drinking water is
a precondition for the realization of all other human rights.

Actions Timeline

e Dec 10, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.
e Dec 6, 2007: Introduced in House

e Dec 6, 2007: Referred to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, and in addition to the Committees on Ways and Means, and
Financial Services, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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