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HR 2342
National Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: May 16, 2007
Current Status: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transp
Latest Action: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.  (Apr 1, 2008) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/2342 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Allen, Thomas H. [D-ME-1] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: ME   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (22 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-23] D · CA May 16, 2007

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-17] D · CA May 16, 2007

Rep. Gilchrest, Wayne T. [R-MD-1] R · MD May 16, 2007

Rep. Inslee, Jay [D-WA-1] D · WA May 16, 2007

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA May 16, 2007

Rep. McIntyre, Mike [D-NC-7] D · NC May 16, 2007

Rep. Moran, James P. [D-VA-8] D · VA May 16, 2007

Rep. Saxton, Jim [R-NJ-3] R · NJ May 16, 2007

Rep. Thompson, Mike [D-CA-1] D · CA May 16, 2007

Rep. Waxman, Henry A. [D-CA-30] D · CA May 16, 2007

Rep. Young, C. W. Bill [R-FL-10] R · FL May 16, 2007

Rep. Davis, Susan A. [D-CA-53] D · CA May 21, 2007

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ May 21, 2007

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-23] D · FL May 21, 2007

Rep. Matsui, Doris O. [D-CA-5] D · CA Jun 6, 2007

Rep. Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6] D · CA Jun 6, 2007

Rep. Solis, Hilda L. [D-CA-32] D · CA Jun 18, 2007

Rep. Honda, Michael M. [D-CA-15] D · CA Jun 28, 2007

Rep. Harman, Jane [D-CA-36] D · CA Jul 12, 2007

Rep. McNerney, Jerry [D-CA-11] D · CA Jul 16, 2007

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Sep 6, 2007

Del. Bordallo, Madeleine Z. [D-GU-At Large] D · GU Mar 13, 2008
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Apr 1, 2008

Natural Resources Committee House Markup by Feb 13, 2008

Science, Space, and Technology Committee House Referred to May 31, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.



Summary  (as of Mar 31, 2008) 

National Integrated Coastal and Ocean Observation Act of 2008 - Directs the President to establish a National Integrated

Coastal and Ocean Observation System to: (1) support national defense, marine commerce, energy production, basic

and applied research, ecosystem-based marine and coastal resource management, public safety and public outreach

training and education; (2) promote awareness of ocean, coastal, and Great Lakes resources; (3) improve the ability to

measure, track, explain, and predict weather and climate change and natural climate variability; (4) fulfill the plan

contained in the document entitled "Ocean.US Publication No. 9, The First Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS)

Development Plan"; and (5) fulfill the nation's international obligations to contribute to the global earth and ocean

observation systems.

Makes the National Ocean Research Leadership Council responsible for coordination and long-term operations plans,

policies, protocols, and standards for the System and for coordination with other earth observing activities.

Makes the existing Interagency Working Group responsible for, among other things, implementation of operations plans

and policies, budget development, identification of observation coverage gaps or capital improvements needs, data

management and communication protocols and standards, observation data variables, and establishment of a

competitive matching grant or other program to promote research and development of innovative observation

technologies.

Makes the Administrator of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) the lead federal agency for the

System. Requires the Administrator to certify or establish Regional Information Coordination Entities to coordinate state,

federal, local, and private interests at a regional level.

Requires the Administrator to establish a System Advisory Committee.

Authorizes member departments and agencies of the Council, subject to appropriations, to participate in interagency

financing and share funds appropriated to any member agency to carry out this Act.

Requires a biennial report to Congress on the status of the System.

Requires the Council to develop a policy that defines processes for making decisions about the roles of the federal

government, states, Regional Information Coordination Entities, the academic community, and the private sector in

providing to end-user communities environmental information, products, technologies, and services related to the

System.

Requires the Interagency Working Group, through the Administrator and the Director of the National Science Foundation,

to submit to Congress an independent cost estimate for certain aspects of the System.



Actions Timeline

Apr 1, 2008: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
Transportation.
Mar 31, 2008: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Natural Resources. H. Rept. 110-558, Part I.
Mar 31, 2008: Committee on Science and Technology discharged.
Mar 31, 2008: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 341.
Mar 31, 2008: Mr. Kennedy moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended.
Mar 31, 2008: Considered under suspension of the rules. (consideration: CR H1778-1781)
Mar 31, 2008: DEBATE - The House proceeded with forty minutes of debate on H.R. 2342.
Mar 31, 2008: Passed/agreed to in House: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by
voice vote.(text: CR H1778-1780)
Mar 31, 2008: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by voice vote. (text: CR H1778-
1780)
Mar 31, 2008: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
Mar 12, 2008: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by Unanimous Consent.
Mar 12, 2008: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
Feb 13, 2008: Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee Without Recommendation (Amended) by Unanimous
Consent .
Feb 13, 2008: Subcommittee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
May 31, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Energy and Environment.
May 21, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries, Wildlife, and Oceans.
May 16, 2007: Introduced in House
May 16, 2007: Referred to the Committee on Natural Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Science and
Technology, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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