LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/110/hr/2331

HR 2331

First Response Broadcasters Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)
Chamber: House

Policy Area: Emergency Management
Introduced: May 15, 2007

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management.
(May 16, 2007)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/2331

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Melancon, Charlie [D-LA-3]
Party: Democratic + State: LA ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (12 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Pickering, Charles W. "Chip" [R-MS-3] R -MS May 15, 2007
Rep. Boren, Dan [D-OK-2] D -OK May 16, 2007
Rep. Davis, Lincoln [D-TN-4] D-TN Oct 15, 2007
Rep. Cuellar, Henry [D-TX-28] D-TX Feb 27, 2008
Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-8] D-NJ Feb 27, 2008
Rep. Herseth Sandlin, Stephanie [D-SD-At Large] D-SD Mar 14, 2008
Rep. Wu, David [D-OR-1] D:OR Mar 14, 2008
Rep. Young, Don [R-AK-At Large] R - AK Mar 14, 2008
Rep. Space, Zachary T. [D-OH-18] D -OH May 15, 2008
Rep. Carson, Andre [D-IN-7] D-IN Jun 12, 2008
Rep. Weiner, Anthony D. [D-NY-9] D - NY Jul 29, 2008
Rep. Cazayoux, Donald J., Jr. [D-LA-6] D LA Sep 22, 2008
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to May 16, 2007
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
110 S Identical bill Apr 25, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs.
1223 (text of measure as introduced: CR S5107-5109)

Summary (as of May 15, 2007)

First Response Broadcasters Act of 2007 - Authorizes appropriations to the Administrator of the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) for facility and equipment expenses to construct an additional 25 Primary Entry Point

stations (radio broadcast stations designated to provide public information following emergencies where there is no

commercial power) in the continental United States and territories.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to establish a pilot program, the Broadcast Disaster Preparedness Grant
Program, under which the Administrator may make grants to first response broadcasters. Sets forth provisions regarding
priorities in making grants, use of funds, the federal share, and termination of grant authority.

Amends the Robert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act to: (1) include specified assistance to first
response broadcasters among the essential assistance that federal agencies may provide to meet immediate threats to
life and property resulting from a major disaster; (2) prohibit a federal officer or employee from confiscating fuel, water, or
food from such a broadcaster during a disaster if that broadcaster documents that such supplies will be used to enable
the broadcast of essential disaster-related public information in the affected area; and (3) direct the head of a federal
agency to allow access to the area affected by a major disaster for technical personnel, broadcast engineers, and
equipment needed to restore, repair, or resupply any facility or equipment critical to such a broadcaster's ability to
continue to acquire, produce, and transmit essential disaster-related public information, subject to specified limitations.
Establishes guidelines for press access to a disaster area.

Actions Timeline

e May 16, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency
Management.

e May 15, 2007: Introduced in House

e May 15, 2007: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
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