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HR 2257

To direct the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to increase the number of benefits claims representatives employed
by the Department of Veterans Affairs, and to ensure that there are not fewer than two such claims
representatives located at each center for the provision of readjustment counseling and related mental health
services established under section 1712A of title 38, United States Code (commonly referred to as a "vet
center"), to help reduce the backlog of claims pending with the Department of Veterans Affairs.

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Armed Forces and National Security

Introduced: May 9, 2007

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs. (May 11, 2007)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/2257

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Welch, Peter [D-VT-At Large]
Party: Democratic « State: VT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4] D - NY Oct 17, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Veterans' Affairs Committee House Referred to May 11, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Armed Forces and National Security

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of May 9, 2007)

Directs the Secretary of Veterans Affairs to increase the number of benefits claims representatives employed by the
Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) so that there are no fewer than two representatives for each center for the provision
of veterans' readjustment counseling and related mental health services (known as vet centers).

Requires the Secretary to: (1) ensure that representatives have a specified level of knowledge of the benefits claims
process; and (2) direct additional VA resources to more hours of social worker and mental health time, more staff to keep
vet centers open longer, and the provision of links to veteran job centers and training.
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Actions Timeline

e May 11, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Disability Assistance and Memorial Affairs.
e May 9, 2007: Introduced in House

e May 9, 2007: Referred to the House Committee on Veterans' Affairs.
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