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S2127

Mine Disaster Family Assistance Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Labor and Employment

Introduced: Oct 2, 2007

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. (Oct 2, 2007)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/2127

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA]
Party: Democratic « State: WA ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D - MA Oct 15, 2007
Sen. Harkin, Tom [D-IA] D-IA Nov 1, 2007
Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D - NY Apr 1, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Referred To Oct 2, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Labor and Employment

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Oct 2, 2007)

Mine Disaster Family Assistance Act of 2007 - Amends the MINER Act to require the Assistant Secretary of Labor for
Mine Safety and Health, as soon as practicable after being notified of a mining accident involving a mine operator and
resulting in a mine emergency response by the Mine Safety and Health Administration (MSHA), to: (1) designate and
publicize the name and phone number of a director of a family support service as a point of contact within the federal
government for the families of miners involved and as a liaison between the operator and the families; and (2) designate
an independent nonprofit organization with primary responsibility for coordinating the emotional care and support of the
miners' families.

Sets forth responsibilities of the MSHA and the designated organization in such an accident.

Prohibits: (1) impeding the ability of MSHA or the designated organization to carry out their responsibilities or the ability of
families to have contact with one another; (2) unsolicited communications by attorneys or parties to litigation to injured
individuals or their families concerning a potential action for personal injury or wrongful death before the 45th day
following the accident date; and (3) preventing a designated organization from providing mental health and counseling
services.

Directs operators that are subject to the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977 to submit to the Secretary of Labor a
plan for addressing the needs of the families of miners involved in such accidents. Shields an operator from liability for
damages (except for gross negligence or intentional misconduct) in any action brought in a federal or state court arising
out of the operator's performance in preparing or providing a miner list pursuant to such plan.

Requires the Secretary to establish a task force to develop guidelines and recommendations about responding to mining
accidents.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 2, 2007: Introduced in Senate
e Oct 2, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S12441)
e Oct 2, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.
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