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HR 1939

Reading First Improvement Act

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Apr 19, 2007

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education. (Jul 9, 2007)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/1939

Sponsor

Name: Rep. McKeon, Howard P. "Buck" [R-CA-25]
Party: Republican < Statee CA ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Castle, Michael N. [R-DE-At Large] R - DE Apr 19, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred to Jul 9, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Apr 19, 2007)

Reading First Improvement Act - Amends the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 to provide for the
creation of a Reading First Advisory Committee, governed by the Federal Advisory Committee Act, to replace the peer
review panel that reviews state grant applications under the Reading First program, designed to improve the reading
skills of children in kindergarten through grade three.

Prohibits the Committee from being composed of a majority of members selected by one individual or entity. Allows the
Committee to form one or more subcommittees. Directs the Secretary of Education to: (1) establish a process to screen
Committee or subcommittee members for potential conflicts of interest; and (2) develop guidance for how the Committee
and any subcommittees will review applications, and provide feedback to states and the Secretary.

Directs the Secretary to ensure that the independent organization tasked with evaluating the Reading First program does
not hold a contract or subcontract to implement any aspect of the program and does not subcontract with an entity that
has such a conflict.

Authorizes the Secretary to contract with independent entities for the provision of Reading First technical assistance to
states, local educational agencies, and schools; but requires such entities and their subcontractors to screen potential
employees for conflicts of interest and clearly separate their provision of such technical assistance from their other
activities.

Directs the Secretary to provide guidance to Department of Education employees implementing the program on
compliance with the prohibition against federal government usurpation of state or local control over school administration.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 9, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Early Childhood, Elementary, and Secondary Education.
e Apr 19, 2007: Introduced in House
e Apr 19, 2007: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor.
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