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S1931

Surface Owner Protection Act

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Aug 1, 2007

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (Aug 1, 2007)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/1931

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: MT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Referred To Aug 2, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Aug 1, 2007)

Surface Owner Protection Act - Amends the Mineral Leasing Act to require an operator producing oil or gas (including
coalbed methane) under a federal lease to: (1) replace the water supply of a water user who obtains all or part of it from
an underground or surface source affected by contamination, diminution, or interruption proximately resulting from such
drilling operations; and (2) comply with federal and state law governing discharge of water produced under the lease.

Prohibits the Secretary of the Interior from authorizing exploration and drilling operations on land with respect to which
title to oil and gas resources is held by the United States but not the title to the surface estate, unless the operator has
filed a document with the Secretary, signed by the operator and surface owners, that a written surface use agreement
has been consummated meeting certain criteria.

Cites conditions under which the Secretary may authorize an operator to conduct exploration and drilling operations in
the absence of such an agreement.

Requires the Secretary to comply with specified surface owner notification requirements.

Sets forth reclamation and bond requirements.

Actions Timeline

e Aug 1, 2007: Introduced in Senate
e Aug 1, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S10623)
e Aug 1, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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