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S1/756

Republic of the Marshall Islands Supplemental Nuclear Compensation Act of 2008

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Jul 10, 2007

Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 976.

Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 976. (Sep 16, 2008)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/1756

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM]
Party: Democratic + State: NM ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI Jul 10, 2007
Sen. Domenici, Pete V. [R-NM] R -NM Jul 10, 2007
Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R - AK Jul 10, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Reported By Sep 16, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 16, 2008)

Republic of the Marshall Islands Supplemental Nuclear Compensation Act of 2008 - (Sec. 2) Amends the Compact of
Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 to direct the Secretary of Energy, as a part of the Marshall Islands program, to
periodically conduct: (1) a visual study of the concrete exterior of the Cactus Crater containment structure on Runit
Island; and (2) a radiochemical analysis of the groundwater surrounding, and in, the Cactus Crater containment structure
on Runit Island. Makes specified funds available to conduct such radiochemical groundwater analysis.

Directs the Secretary to report to the appropriate congressional committees whether the surveys and analyses indicate
any significant change in the health risks to the people of Enewetak from the contaminants within the Cactus Crater
containment structure.

(Sec. 3) Amends the Energy Employees Occupational lllness Compensation Program Act of 2000 to include a citizen or
national of the Republic of the Marshall Islands or the Federated States of Micronesia within the definitions of "covered
employee,

atomic weapons employee," and "Department of Energy contractor employee."

Provides for an offset of benefits under such Act for an individual who has received benefits under such Act and under
the Compact of Free Association between the United States and the Republic of the Marshall Islands for the same illness
(other than medical benefits and benefits for vocational rehabilitation that the individual received by reason of the iliness).

(Sec. 4) Amends the Compact of Free Association Amendments Act of 2003 to direct the Secretary of the Interior to
provide to the Republic of the Marshall Islands an annual supplemental health care grant to: (1) provide enhanced
primary health care, with an emphasis on providing regular screenings for radiogenic illnesses by upgrading existing
services or by providing quarterly medical field team visits in Enewetak, Bikini, Rongelap, Utrik, Ailuk, Mejit, Likiep,
Wotho, Wotje, and Ujelang Atolls, which were affected by the U.S. nuclear testing program; (2) enhance the capabilities
of the Marshall Islands to provide secondary treatment for radiogenic illness; and (3) operate a whole-body counting
facility on Utrik Atoll.

Appropriates FY2009-FY2023 funds.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 16, 2008: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Reported by Senator Bingaman with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute. Without written report.

e Sep 16, 2008: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 976.

e Sep 11, 2008: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute favorably.

Sep 25, 2007: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 110-243.
Jul 10, 2007: Introduced in Senate
Jul 10, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S8946-8948)

Jul 10, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S8948)
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