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S 1661
Travel Promotion Act of 2007

Congress: 110 (2007–2009, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jun 19, 2007
Current Status: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 514.
Latest Action: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 514.  (Nov 27, 2007) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/1661 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: ND   •   Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors  (51 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Jun 19, 2007

Sen. Stevens, Ted [R-AK] R · AK Jun 19, 2007

Sen. Smith, Gordon H. [R-OR] R · OR Jun 21, 2007

Sen. Martinez, Mel [R-FL] R · FL Jun 22, 2007

Sen. Ensign, John [R-NV] R · NV Jun 26, 2007

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Jun 26, 2007

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ Jun 28, 2007

Sen. Pryor, Mark L. [D-AR] D · AR Jun 28, 2007

Sen. Feinstein, Dianne [D-CA] D · CA Jul 24, 2007

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Sep 5, 2007

Sen. Coleman, Norm [R-MN] R · MN Sep 6, 2007

Sen. Conrad, Kent [D-ND] D · ND Sep 19, 2007

Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE] D · DE Sep 20, 2007

Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D · MA Sep 25, 2007

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Sep 27, 2007

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM Sep 27, 2007

Sen. Cochran, Thad [R-MS] R · MS Sep 27, 2007

Sen. Domenici, Pete V. [R-NM] R · NM Sep 27, 2007

Sen. Durbin, Richard J. [D-IL] D · IL Sep 27, 2007

Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] R · LA Sep 27, 2007

Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D · LA Oct 1, 2007

Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D · MT Oct 15, 2007

Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R · WY Oct 18, 2007

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Oct 22, 2007

Sen. Murray, Patty [D-WA] D · WA Nov 5, 2007

Sen. Hatch, Orrin G. [R-UT] R · UT Nov 6, 2007

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Nov 6, 2007

Sen. Specter, Arlen [R-PA] R · PA Nov 8, 2007

Sen. Bond, Christopher S. [R-MO] R · MO Nov 15, 2007

Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D · DE Dec 3, 2007

Sen. Obama, Barack [D-IL] D · IL Dec 3, 2007

Sen. Alexander, Lamar [R-TN] R · TN Dec 18, 2007

Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] D · CT Dec 18, 2007

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY Dec 19, 2007

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Dec 19, 2007

Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR] D · AR Jan 22, 2008

Sen. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD] D · MD Feb 5, 2008

Sen. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ] D · NJ Feb 5, 2008

Sen. Leahy, Patrick J. [D-VT] D · VT Apr 14, 2008

Sen. Salazar, Ken [D-CO] D · CO Apr 16, 2008

Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D · FL May 1, 2008
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS] R · MS Jun 4, 2008

Sen. Roberts, Pat [R-KS] R · KS Jun 5, 2008

Sen. Brownback, Sam [R-KS] R · KS Jun 19, 2008

Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] R · SD Jun 23, 2008

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Jun 24, 2008

Sen. Tester, Jon [D-MT] D · MT Jul 28, 2008

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Sep 15, 2008

Sen. Lugar, Richard G. [R-IN] R · IN Sep 22, 2008

Sen. Casey, Robert P., Jr. [D-PA] D · PA Sep 23, 2008

Sen. Dole, Elizabeth [R-NC] R · NC Sep 26, 2008

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Reported By Nov 27, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

110 HR 3232 Related bill Oct 2, 2008: Read twice. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No.
1113.
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Summary  (as of Nov 27, 2007) 

Travel Promotion Act of 2007 - (Sec. 2) Establishes as a nonprofit corporation the Corporation for Travel Promotion to

develop and execute a plan to: (1) provide information to foreign tourists and others interested in traveling to the United

States; (2) counter and correct misperceptions regarding U.S. travel policy; (3) maximize the economic and diplomatic

benefits of travel to the United States; (4) ensure that international travel to the United States benefits all states and the

District of Columbia; and (5) give travel promotion priority to countries and populations most likely to travel to the United

States. Requires fiscal accountability and annual audits of the Corporation, as well as an annual report from the

Corporation to the Secretary of Commerce and Congress. Establishes in the Treasury the Travel Promotion Fund.

Provides matching funds requirements.

(Sec. 5) Authorizes the Secretary of Homeland Security (Secretary) to develop and implement a fully automated

electronic travel authorization system to collect basic biographical information necessary to determine, in advance of

travel, the eligibility of an alien to travel to the United States under the visa waiver program. Authorizes the Secretary to

charge a fee for the system's use. Requires the Secretary to: (1) prescribe regulations that provide a period, not to

exceed three years, during which a determination of eligibility to travel under visa waiver program will be valid; and (2)

report to Congress on program implementation. Authorizes appropriations.

(Sec. 6) Authorizes the Corporation to impose an annual assessment on U.S. members of the international travel and

tourism industry represented on the Board of Directors of the Corporation, provided such assessment is approved by a

majority of industry members in a referendum.

(Sec. 7) Establishes in the Department of Commerce the Office of Travel Promotion, headed by the Under Secretary of

Commerce for Travel Promotion, to conduct various activities related to the promotion of international travel to the United

States. Requires periodic reports from the Under Secretary to the congressional commerce committees.

(Sec. 8) Amends the International Travel Act of 1961 to require the Office of Travel and Tourism Industries to expand its

research and development activities to promote international travel to the United States. Authorizes appropriations.

(Sec. 9) Directs the Secretary to: (1) establish a model ports-of-entry program to provide a more efficient and welcoming

international arrival process with respect to business and tourist travel to the United States, while also improving security;

and (2) implement the program initially at the 20 U.S. international airports that have the highest number of foreign

visitors arriving annually, as determined pursuant to data collected by the United States Customs and Border Protection.

Requires the Secretary to employ no fewer than an additional 200 Customs and Border Protection officers to address

staff shortages at such airports.

Actions Timeline

Nov 27, 2007: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Reported by Senator Inouye under authority of
the order of the Senate of 11/16/2007 with amendments. With written report No. 110-233.
Nov 27, 2007: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 514.
Jun 27, 2007: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Ordered to be reported with amendments
favorably.
Jun 19, 2007: Introduced in Senate
Jun 19, 2007: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S7900-7901)
Jun 19, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S7901-7903)
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