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S 1625

Counter Spy Act

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: Jun 14, 2007

Current Status; Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 110-
1178

Latest Action: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 110-1178.
(Jun 11, 2008)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/senate-bill/1625
Sponsor

Name: Sen. Pryor, Mark L. [D-AR]
Party: Democratic + State: AR ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D -CA Jun 14, 2007
Sen. Nelson, Bill [D-FL] D FL Jun 14, 2007

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Jun 11, 2008

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 14, 2007)

Counter Spy Act - Prohibits a person who is not an authorized user of a protected computer (a computer used in
interstate or foreign commerce or communication) from installing software that takes control of the computer, modifies the
computer's settings, or prevents the user's efforts to block installation of, disable, or uninstall software.

Prohibits such installation of software that collects sensitive personal information without first providing clear and
conspicuous disclosure to the authorized user and obtaining the user's consent.

Allows software that collects information for the provider of an online service or website knowingly used or subscribed to
by an authorized user if the information collected is used only to affect the user's experience while using such service or
website.

Prohibits such installation on a protected computer of software that causes advertising windows to appear (popularly
known as adware) unless: (1) the source is clear and instructions are provided for uninstalling the software; or (2) the
advertisements are displayed only when the user uses the software author's or publisher's website or online service.

Sets forth exceptions, including for network or computer security, diagnostics, technical support, and detection or
prevention of the unauthorized use of fraudulent software or other illegal activities.

Allows a multichannel video programming distributor to take certain actions if the actions are subject to provisions of the
Communications Act of 1934 concerning notice to satellite subscribers.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 11, 2008: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 110-
1178.

e Jun 14, 2007: Introduced in Senate

e Jun 14, 2007: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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