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HR 1608

College Aid Made EZ Act

Congress: 110 (2007—-2009, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: Mar 20, 2007

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competitiveness.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competitiveness. (Jun 27,
2007)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/110th-congress/house-bill/1608

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Miller, George [D-CA-7]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: CA « Chamber: House
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred to Jun 27, 2007

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Education

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Mar 20, 2007)

College Aid Made EZ Act - Amends the Higher Education Act of 1965 (HEA) to require the Secretary of Education
(Secretary) to make the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA): (1) consumer-friendly, with 50% fewer data
elements within five years of this Act's enactment; (2) available in both paper and (downloadable) electronic formats; (3)
flexible enough to permit applicants to enter data years before enrolling and selectively update information; and (4)
include data elements relevant to state student aid determinations.

Directs the Secretary to develop a simplified paper EZ FAFSA for applicants having no expected family contributions and
simplified electronic FAFSASs for applicants to whom a simplified needs test applies.

Directs the Secretary to conduct a demonstration program assessing the feasibility and benefits of allowing dependent
students to apply for aid in their junior year of high school.

Reduces the types of income and benefits which are considered untaxed and thereby included in student need analyses.

Excludes untaxed distributions from qualified education benefits as income or assets in computing expected family
contributions in student aid calculations. Treats a qualified education benefit as: (1) the parent's asset when considering
the family contribution for a dependent student; and (2) the student's asset when considering such contribution for
independent students. Excludes from need analyses any untaxed distributions from state prepaid tuition plans or
Coverdell education savings accounts.

Urges the Secretary and the Secretary of the Treasury to develop a process allowing the Department of Education, with
the applicant's permission, to complete the FAFSA by drawing income information directly from the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS). Allows the Secretary to use the previous tax year's income information to facilitate this end.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 27, 2007: Referred to the Subcommittee on Higher Education, Lifelong Learning, and Competitiveness.
e Mar 20, 2007: Introduced in House
e Mar 20, 2007: Referred to the House Committee on Education and Labor.
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