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S 985
Kinship Caregiver Support Act

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Families
Introduced: May 10, 2005
Current Status: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S8159)
Latest Action: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S8159)  (Jul 25, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/985 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (10 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Cochran, Thad [R-MS] R · MS May 10, 2005

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD May 10, 2005

Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R · ME May 10, 2005

Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D · LA May 26, 2005

Sen. Coleman, Norm [R-MN] R · MN Jul 28, 2005

Sen. Obama, Barack [D-IL] D · IL Oct 20, 2005

Sen. Kerry, John F. [D-MA] D · MA Feb 9, 2006

Sen. Lautenberg, Frank R. [D-NJ] D · NJ Mar 2, 2006

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Mar 2, 2006

Sen. Jeffords, James M. [I-VT] I · VT May 11, 2006

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To May 10, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Families

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 10, 2005) 

Kinship Caregiver Support Act - Authorizes the Assistant Secretary for Children and Families of the Department of Health

and Human Services to make grants for kinship navigator programs to state agencies, metropolitan agencies, or tribal

organizations with experience in addressing needs of kinship caregivers or children and connecting them with services

and assistance.

Amends part E (Federal Payments for Foster Care and Adoption Assistance) of title IV of the Social Security Act to

authorize all states to opt to enter agreements to provide kinship guardianship assistance payments on behalf of children

to grandparents and other relatives who have assumed legal guardianship of children for whom they have cared as foster

parents and have committed to care for on a permanent basis. Allows states to use part E funds to make such payments

under specified conditions.

Provides that adoptive parents of children with special needs remain eligible for adoption assistance, even if they receive

kinship guardianship assistance.

Authorizes kinship guardianship demonstration projects.

Requires states to: (1) notify all adult grandparents and other adult relatives (with exceptions due to family or domestic

violence) when a child is removed from custody of a parent or parents; and (2) explain the options the relative has to

participate in the child's care and placement.

Allows state agencies to establish separate standards for foster family homes in which a foster parent is a relative of the

foster child.

Actions Timeline

Jul 25, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S8159)
May 10, 2005: Introduced in Senate
May 10, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S4872)
May 10, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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