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S 919
Railroad Competition Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Apr 27, 2005
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.  (Apr 27, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/919 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Burns, Conrad R. [R-MT] 
Party: Republican   •   State: MT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (12 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D · MT Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Coleman, Norm [R-MN] R · MN Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Craig, Larry E. [R-ID] R · ID Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Dayton, Mark [D-MN] D · MN Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Dorgan, Byron L. [D-ND] D · ND Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Thune, John [R-SD] R · SD Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] R · LA Apr 27, 2005

Sen. Crapo, Mike [R-ID] R · ID Jun 22, 2005

Sen. Thomas, Craig [R-WY] R · WY Jul 21, 2005

Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D · LA Nov 14, 2006

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Referred To Apr 27, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 S 2921 Related bill May 22, 2006: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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Summary  (as of Apr 27, 2005) 

Railroad Competition Act of 2005 - Amends Federal transportation law to specify the primary objectives of U.S. rail

transportation policy.

Requires a rail carrier, upon shipper request, to establish a rate for transportation and provide requested service between

any two points on the carrier's system where traffic originates, terminates, or may reasonably be interchanged. Specifies

matters the carrier must disregard when establishing such rate.

Prohibits the Surface Transportation Board (STB) from issuing a certificate authorizing construction and operation of

railroad lines, or exempt from such certificate requirement any related activity, that involves a transfer of interest in a line

of railroad, from a Class I rail carrier to a Class II or III rail carrier, if the activity directly or indirectly would result in a

restriction of: (1) the ability of the Class II or Class III rail carrier to interchange traffic with other carriers; or (2)

competition between or among rail carriers in the region affected by the activity in a manner or to an extent that would

violate Federal antitrust laws.

Prescribes a procedure for shipper petition and STB review of any activity alleged to have resulted in a restriction of

competition for at least ten years.

Changes from discretionary to mandatory the authority of the STB to require rail carriers to enter into reciprocal switching

agreements. Prohibits the STB from requiring evidence of anticompetitive conduct by a rail carrier from which access is

sought.

Requires the STB to designate any State or part of a State as an area of inadequate rail competition after making certain

findings.

Requires the STB to post rail service complaints on its website.

Requires submission to arbitration of certain rail rate, service, and other disputes.

Requires the STB, with respect to the filing of a complaint, to adopt an alternative method of determining the

reasonableness of rail rates using the railroad's actual costs.

Amends the Department of Agriculture Reorganization Act of 1994 to establish within the Department of Agriculture an

Office of Rail Customer Advocacy with respect to rail transportation of agricultural and forestry commodities or products.

Amends the Railroad Revitalization and Regulatory Reform Act of 1976 to make mandatory the Secretary's authority to

provide direct loans and loan guarantees to State and local governments, approved agreements or interstate compacts,

sponsored authorities and corporations, railroads, and joint ventures that include at least one railroad for railroad

rehabilitation and improvement projects.

Actions Timeline

Apr 27, 2005: Introduced in Senate
Apr 27, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S4407-4408)
Apr 27, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation.
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