LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/109/hr/6161

HR 6161

Senior Safety and Dignity Act of 2006

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Sep 25, 2006

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman .

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman .
(Oct 2, 2006)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/6161
Sponsor

Name: Rep. Brown-Waite, Ginny [R-FL-5]
Party: Republican < State FL ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Fitzpatrick, Michael G. [R-PA-8] R - PA Sep 25, 2006
Rep. Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL-10] R-IL Sep 25, 2006

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Oct 2, 2006
Ways and Means Committee House Referred To Sep 25, 2006

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 25, 2006)

Senior Safety and Dignity Act of 2006 - Amends title XVIII (Medicare) and title XIX (Medicaid) of the Social Security Act
(SSA) to include in the nursing home patient's bill of rights the right to receive care from a creditable caregiver.

Requires a skilled nursing facility (SNF), before hiring a worker, to conduct a background check on the applicant.
Prohibits the hiring of abusive workers or workers convicted of a relevant crime. Establishes civil penalties for violations
of this Act, including knowing retention of SNF workers who fail background checks.

Applies such requirements and prohibitions to a long-term care facility or provider.

Directs the Secretary to establish a national criminal background check program, after evaluation of the pilot program
under the Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003, in order to prevent abuse of nursing
facility and SNF residents and individuals receiving home health care services and other long-term care services under
the Medicare or Medicaid programs. Requires the Federal Bureau of Investigation to conduct such criminal background
checks.

Requires the national criminal background check program to be made available to a long-term care facility or provider.
Adds to the nursing home patient's bill of rights the right to a safe environment during an emergency or natural disaster.

Requires a SNF under Medicare and Medicaid to: (1) have a clear and preestablished disaster plan; and (2) inform
residents and next-of-kin about it and the location of possible evacuation in case of an emergency disaster.

Applies the same requirement to other long-term care facilities.

Actions Timeline

e Oct 2, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman .

e Sep 25, 2006: Introduced in House

e Sep 25, 2006: Introduced in House

e Sep 25, 2006: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Sep 25, 2006: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Sep 25, 2006: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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