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HR 5943

Fraud Accountability in Emergency Response Act of 2006

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Emergency Management

Introduced: Jul 27, 2006

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Management, Integration, and Oversight.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Management, Integration, and Oversight. (Aug 10, 2006)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/5943

Sponsor

Name: Rep. McCaul, Michael T. [R-TX-10]
Party: Republican < State TX ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (s total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Jindal, Bobby [R-LA-1] R LA Jul 27, 2006
Rep. King, Peter T. [R-NY-3] R - NY Jul 27, 2006
Rep. Poe, Ted [R-TX-2] R-TX Jul 27, 2006
Rep. Reichert, David G. [R-WA-8] R - WA Jul 27, 2006
Rep. Rogers, Mike D. [R-AL-3] R -AL Jul 27, 2006
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Homeland Security Committee House Referred to Aug 10, 2006
Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Jul 28, 2006

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jul 27, 2006)

Fraud Accountability in Emergency Response Act of 2006 - Amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to direct the
Secretary of Homeland Security, acting through the Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), to
ensure that: (1) all FEMA programs administering assistance develop and maintain proper internal management controls
to prevent and detect waste, fraud, and abuse (waste); (2) application databases used by FEMA to collect information on
eligible recipients record disbursements; (3) such tracking is designed to identify ineligible applications; and (4) such
databases are integrated with disbursements and payment records.

Requires the Director to: (1) establish and implement a system for recording and tracking benefits disbursed by FEMA,;
(2) ensure that debit cards used to disburse assistance are equipped with an electronic feature that prohibits their use for
ineligible expenses; and (3) assess the role of independent private sector inspectors general. Authorizes the Director to
enter into contracts for the delivery of necessary goods or services relating to the response to or recovery from
emergencies, giving preference to small businesses.

Requires the Secretary to: (1) ensure that any existing database for federal assistance programs administered by the
Department of Homeland Security (DHS) undergoes a review by DHS's Inspector General; (2) annually certify that
internal controls are in place and operational before a database may be used to disburse assistance; (3) establish and
maintain a database that contains information about small businesses for purposes of federal contracting relating to
assistance activities conducted in response to and recovery from emergencies; and (4) develop and implement a training
program on the prevention of waste and ways to identify potential waste. Requires a DHS component to consult the
database before awarding federal contracts for disaster-related activity.

Sets forth requirements regarding reports on expenditures and efforts to confirm the identity and eligibility of applicants
for assistance. Establishes within the Inspector General's office the position of Deputy Inspector General for Response
and Recovery.

Actions Timeline

Aug 10, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Management, Integration, and Oversight.

Jul 28, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management.
Jul 27, 2006: Introduced in House

Jul 27, 2006: Referred to the Committee on Homeland Security, and in addition to the Committee on Transportation and
Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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