LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — June 25, 2026
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/109/hr/5502

HR 5502

Strengthening America's Innovation and Competitiveness Act

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Education

Introduced: May 25, 2006

Current Status. Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.

Latest Action: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce. (May 25, 2006)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/5502

Sponsor

Name: Rep. McMorris, Cathy [R-WA-5]
Party: Republican < Statet WA « Chamber: House

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. McCaul, Michael T. [R-TX-10] R -TX Sep 29, 2006
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred To May 25, 2006

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:
Education
Related Bills
Bill Relationship Last Action
109 HR Related bill Mar 2, 2006: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committees on Ways and
4845 Means, Science, Education and the Workforce, and Energy and Commerce, for a period to be subsequently

determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of
the committee concerned.
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Summary (as of May 25, 2006)

Strengthening America's Innovation and Competitiveness Act - Amends the Higher Education Act of 1965 to authorize
the Secretary of Education to award competitive grants to states and to partnerships of institutions of higher education
and high need local educational agencies (LEAS) to implement strategies to increase the number of teachers qualified to
teach advanced placement and pre-advanced placement courses in mathematics, science, and critical foreign
languages.

Replaces the Robert C. Byrd Honors Scholarship program with the Robert C. Byrd Mathematics and Science Honors
Scholarship program.

Authorizes the Secretary of Education to award funds to a private nonprofit organization to administer, through a public-
private partnership, a Mathematics and Science Honors Scholarships program for postsecondary and graduate students
who commit to five consecutive years of service in a science, engineering, or mathematics field.

Authorizes the Secretary to cover the student loan interest obligations of mathematics, science, or engineering
professionals and elementary and secondary school teachers who make such an obligation.

Authorizes grants to states for: (1) activities promoting the professional development of elementary and secondary school
teachers; and (2) state mathematics and science education coordinating councils where education, business, and
community leaders collaborate to improve teacher recruitment and training and student performance in science,
technology, engineering, and mathematics.

Authorizes grants to LEAs and public or private educational organizations to recruit and train individuals outside of the
elementary and secondary education system who have expertise in mathematics, science, and critical foreign languages
to teach such subjects at secondary schools on an adjunct basis.

Authorizes the Secretary to award grants to partnerships of institutions of higher education and LEAs to: (1) establish
elementary and secondary school critical foreign language teacher recruitment and preparation programs; and (2)
provide innovative critical language learning opportunities for students.

Actions Timeline

e May 25, 2006: Introduced in House
e May 25, 2006: Referred to the House Committee on Education and the Workforce.
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