
LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.

Bill Fact Sheet – December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com

Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/109/hr/540

HR 540
To authorize the Secretary of the Interior to convey the Newlands Project Headquarters and Maintenance Yard
Facility to the Truckee-Carson Irrigation District.

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Water Resources Development
Introduced: Feb 2, 2005
Current Status: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.
Latest Action: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. 
(May 17, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/540 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Gibbons, Jim [R-NV-2] 
Party: Republican   •   State: NV   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Referred To May 17, 2005

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Feb 16, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Water Resources Development

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 S 310 Related bill Aug 3, 2006: Became Public Law No: 109-265.
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Summary  (as of May 16, 2005) 

Title I: Newlands Project Headquarters and Maintenance Yard Facility Transfer - Newlands Project Headquarters

and Maintenance Yard Facility Transfer Act - (Sec. 102) Directs the Secretary of the Interior (the Secretary) to convey to

the Truckee-Carson Irrigation District in Nevada real property within the Newlands Project, Nevada, known as 2666

Harrigan Road, Fallon, Nevada, after: (1) compliance with requirements relating to the National Environmental Policy Act

of 1969 and cultural resources; and (2) completion of necessary environmental site assessments, remediation, or

removal.

Directs that amounts received by the United States for the lease and sale of Newlands Project lands comprising the

Fallon Freight Yard be treated as payment in full consideration for the property conveyed under this Act.

Requires the Secretary to report to Congress if the conveyance has not been completed within 12 months after this Act's

enactment. Shields the United States from liability for damages arising out of any act or omission by the District or its

employees, agents, or contractors relating to the property conveyed and occurring prior to, on, or after the date of

conveyance.

Title II: Inland Empire and Cucamonga Valley Recycling Projects - (Sec. 201) Inland Empire Regional Water

Recycling Initiative - Amends the Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the

Secretary: (1) in cooperation with the Inland Empire Utilities Agency, to participate in the design, planning, and

construction of the Inland Empire regional water recycling project; and (2) in cooperation with the Cucamonga Valley

Water District, to participate in the design, planning, and construction of the Cucamonga Valley Water District satellite

recycling plants in Rancho Cucamonga, California, to reclaim and recycle approximately two million gallons per day of

domestic wastewater. Limits the Federal share of the cost of each project to 25 percent. Authorizes appropriations.

Terminates the Secretary's authority to carry out any provisions under this title 10 years after enactment.

Title III: Riverside-Corona Feeder Water Project - (Sec. 301) Authorizes the Secretary , in cooperation with the

Western Municipal Water District, to participate in a project to plan, design, and construct the Riverside-Corona Feeder,

which includes 20 groundwater wells and 28 miles of pipeline in San Bernardino and Riverside Counties, California.

Limits the Federal share of the cost to: (1) plan, design, and construct the project to the lesser of 35 percent of the

project's total cost or $50 million; and (2) complete the necessary planning study associated with the project to 50 percent

of the total study cost. Directs that in-kind services performed by the District be considered a part of the local cost share

to complete the project.

(Sec. 302) Amends the Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Secretary to

participate in the design, planning, and construction of: (1) projects to treat impaired surface water, reclaim and reuse

impaired groundwater, and provide brine disposal within the Santa Ana Watershed, in cooperation with the Yucaipa

Valley Water District; and (2) a project to reclaim and reuse wastewater, including degraded groundwaters, within and

outside of the service area of the City of Corona Water Utility, in cooperation with the City of Corona Water Utility. Limits

the Federal share of each of the project costs to 25 percent.

Authorizes appropriations to carry out the projects within the Santa Ana Watershed as described above.

Prohibits the Secretary from using or providing funds under this Act for project operation or maintenance.

Terminates the Secretary's authority to carry out any provisions under this title 10 years after enactment.



Title IV: Ainsworth Unit, Sandhills Division, Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Program - (Sec. 401) Directs the Secretary

to extend the water service contract for the Ainsworth Unit, Sandhills Division, Pick-Sloan Missouri Basin Program,

Nebraska, for four years.

Title V: Wichita Project Equus Beds Division - Wichita Project Equus Beds Division Authorization Act of 2005 - (Sec.

502) Authorizes the Secretary to assist in the funding and implementation of the Equus Beds Aquifer Recharge and

Recovery Component of the Integrated Local Water Supply Plan, Wichita, Kansas (referred to as the Equus Beds

Division). Requires that construction of the Division be in substantial accordance with the plans and designs. Makes

operation, maintenance, and replacement of the Division, including funding for those purposes, the sole responsibility of

the City of Wichita.

Authorizes the Secretary to: (1) enter into, or agree to amendments of, cooperative or other appropriate agreements; and

(2) charge an appropriate share related to administrative costs.

Directs the Secretary: (1) before obligating funds for design or construction, to work cooperatively with the City to use

plans, designs, and engineering and environmental analyses that have already been prepared by the City for the

Division; and (2) to assure that such information is used in a manner consistent with applicable Federal laws and

regulations, including principles and guidelines used in preparing feasibility level project studies.

Authorizes as the Federal share an amount not to exceed 25 percent of the total cost of the Equus Beds Division or $30

million (January 2003 prices), whichever is less, plus or minus any amounts justified by reason of ordinary fluctuations in

construction costs as indicated by engineering cost indexes applicable to the type of construction involved. Makes such

sums nonreimbursable.

Terminates the Secretary's authority to carry out any provisions under this title 10 years after enactment.

Title VI: Lower Rio Grande Valley Water Resources Conservation and Improvement - Lower Rio Grande Valley

Water Resources Conservation and Improvement Act of 2005 - (Sec. 602) Amends the Lower Rio Grande Valley Water

Resources Conservation and Improvement Act of 2000 to authorize specified additional projects, including projects for

water conservation and improvement in Cameron, Hidalgo, Willacy, Hudspeth, and El Paso counties, Texas.

Permits each project that the Secretary, acting through the Commissioner of the Bureau of Reclamation, conducts or

participates in to include: (1) the replacement of irrigation canals and lateral canals with buried pipelines; (2) the

impervious lining of irrigation canals and lateral canals; (3) the installation of water level, flow measurement, pump

control, and telemetry systems; (4) the renovation and replacement of pumping plants; and (5) other activities that will

result in water conservation or an improved water supply. Authorizes the Secretary to transfer and use for another such

project up to ten percent of amounts made available for a project.

(Sec. 603) Reauthorizes appropriations for Lower Rio Grande construction.

(Sec. 604) Terminates the Secretary's authority to carry out such additional projects authorized by this title 10 years after

enactment.

Title VII: Brownsville Public Utility Board Water Recycling and Desalinization Project - (Sec. 701) Amends the

Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Secretar, in cooperation with the

Brownsville Public Utility Board, to participate in the design, planning, and construction of facilities to reclaim, reuse, and

treat impaired water in the Brownsville, Texas, area. Limits the Federal share of project costs to 25 percent of the total.



Prohibits funds provided by the Secretary from being used for project operation and maintenance.

Terminates the Secretary's authority to carry out any provisions of this title 10 years after enactment.

Title VIII: El Paso, Texas, Water Reclamation, Reuse, and Desalinization Project - (Sec. 801) Amends the

Reclamation Wastewater and Groundwater Study and Facilities Act to authorize the Secretary to participate in the

design, planning, and construction of the El Paso Water Reclamation, Reuse, and Desalinization project to reclaim and

reuse wastewater and to treat and reuse impaired and brackish groundwater in the service area of the El Paso Water

Utilities Public Service Board, El Paso, Texas. Limits the Federal share of the project's total cost to 25 percent. Prohibits

the Secretary from providing funds for operation and maintenance of the project.

Terminates the Secretary's authority to carry out any provisions of this title 10 years after enactment.

Actions Timeline

May 17, 2005: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural
Resources.
May 16, 2005: Mr. Renzi moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended.
May 16, 2005: Considered under suspension of the rules. (consideration: CR H3278-3283)
May 16, 2005: DEBATE - The House proceeded with forty minutes of debate on H.R. 540.
May 16, 2005: Passed/agreed to in House: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by
voice vote.(text: CR H3278-3281)
May 16, 2005: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill, as amended Agreed to by voice vote. (text: CR H3278-
3281)
May 16, 2005: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
May 16, 2005: The title of the measure was amended. Agreed to without objection.
Feb 16, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Water and Power.
Feb 2, 2005: Introduced in House
Feb 2, 2005: Introduced in House
Feb 2, 2005: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
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