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HR 534
Help Efficient, Accessible, Low-cost, Timely Healthcare (HEALTH) Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Feb 2, 2005

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman.
(Feb 25, 2005)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/534

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Cox, Christopher [R-CA-48]
Party: Republican < Statee CA ¢ Chamber: House
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Cosponsors (141 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role  DateJoined
Rep. Akin, W. Todd [R-MO-2] R - MO Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Bartlett, Roscoe G. [R-MD-6] R -MD Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Bass, Charles F. [R-NH-2] R - NH Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Beauprez, Bob [R-CO-7] R-CO Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Biggert, Judy [R-IL-13] R-IL Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Bishop, Rob [R-UT-1] R-UT Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Blackburn, Marsha [R-TN-7] R-TN Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Boehlert, Sherwood [R-NY-24] R - NY Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Bradley, Jeb [R-NH-1] R - NH Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Brady, Kevin [R-TX-8] R-TX Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Brown, Henry E., Jr. [R-SC-1] R-SC Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Brown-Waite, Ginny [R-FL-5] R-FL Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Cannon, Chris [R-UT-3] R-UT Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Cantor, Eric [R-VA-7] R VA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV-2] R -WV Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Chabot, Steve [R-OH-1] R -OH Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Chocola, Chris [R-IN-2] R-IN Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Cole, Tom [R-OK-4] R - OK Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Crenshaw, Ander [R-FL-4] R-FL Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Cubin, Barbara [R-WY-At Large] R-WY Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Cunningham, Randy (Duke) [R-CA-50] R-CA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Davis, Jo Ann [R-VA-1] R VA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Dent, Charles W. [R-PA-15] R - PA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Dreier, David [R-CA-26] R:-CA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Ehlers, Vernon J. [R-MI-3] R - Ml Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Everett, Terry [R-AL-2] R -AL Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Feeney, Tom [R-FL-24] R-FL Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Ferguson, Mike [R-NJ-7] R - NJ Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Foley, Mark [R-FL-16] R-FL Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R - VA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Fossella, Vito [R-NY-13] R - NY Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Foxx, Virginia [R-NC-5] R-NC Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Frelinghuysen, Rodney P. [R-NJ-11] R -NJ Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Gallegly, Elton [R-CA-24] R:-CA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Garrett, Scott [R-NJ-5] R -NJ Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Gerlach, Jim [R-PA-6] R - PA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Gillmor, Paul E. [R-OH-5] R -OH Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Gingrey, Phil [R-GA-11] R-GA Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Granger, Kay [R-TX-12] R-TX Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Graves, Sam [R-MO-6] R - MO Feb 2, 2005
Rep. Harris, Katherine [R-FL-13] R-FL Feb 2, 2005
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Rep.
Rep.
Rep.
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Hart, Melissa A. [R-PA-4]
Hastings, Doc [R-WA-4]
Hayes, Robin [R-NC-8]
Hayworth, J. D. [R-AZ-5]
Hensarling, Jeb [R-TX-5]
Herger, Wally [R-CA-2]
Holden, Tim [D-PA-17]
Hostettler, John N. [R-IN-8]
Issa, Darrell E. [R-CA-49]
Johnson, Nancy L. [R-CT-5]
Johnson, Sam [R-TX-3]
Jones, Walter B., Jr. [R-NC-3]
Keller, Ric [R-FL-8]

Kelly, Sue W. [R-NY-19]
Kennedy, Mark R. [R-MN-6]
King, Steve [R-1A-5]
Kingston, Jack [R-GA-1]

Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL-10]
Kline, John [R-MN-2]
Knollenberg, Joe [R-MI-9]
LaHood, Ray [R-IL-18]
Latham, Tom [R-IA-4]
LaTourette, Steven C. [R-OH-14]
Leach, James A. [R-IA-2]
Lewis, Ron [R-KY-2]
LoBiondo, Frank A. [R-NJ-2]
Manzullo, Donald A. [R-IL-16]
Matheson, Jim [D-UT-2]
McCaul, Michael T. [R-TX-10]
McHenry, Patrick T. [R-NC-10]
McHugh, John M. [R-NY-23]
Miller, Gary G. [R-CA-42]
Miller, Jeff [R-FL-1]

Murtha, John P. [D-PA-12]
Musgrave, Marilyn N. [R-CO-4]
Myrick, Sue Wilkins [R-NC-9]
Neugebauer, Randy [R-TX-19]
Ney, Robert W. [R-OH-18]
Northup, Anne M. [R-KY-3]
Nunes, Devin [R-CA-21]
Otter, C. L. (Butch) [R-ID-1]
Pearce, Stevan [R-NM-2]
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Pence, Mike [R-IN-6]
Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7]
Peterson, John E. [R-PA-5]
Pitts, Joseph R. [R-PA-16]
Platts, Todd Russell [R-PA-19]
Poe, Ted [R-TX-2]

Porter, Jon C. [R-NV-3]
Portman, Rob [R-OH-2]
Radanovich, George [R-CA-19]
Regula, Ralph [R-OH-16]
Renzi, Rick [R-AZ-1]

Rogers, Mike D. [R-AL-3]
Rogers, Mike J. [R-MI-8]
Rohrabacher, Dana [R-CA-46]
Royce, Edward R. [R-CA-40]
Saxton, Jim [R-NJ-3]
Sessions, Pete [R-TX-32]
Shaw, E. Clay, Jr. [R-FL-22]
Shays, Christopher [R-CT-4]
Shimkus, John [R-IL-19]
Shuster, Bill [R-PA-9]
Simpson, Michael K. [R-ID-2]
Smith, Christopher H. [R-NJ-4]
Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21]
Souder, Mark E. [R-IN-3]
Stearns, Cliff [R-FL-6]
Sweeney, John E. [R-NY-20]
Tancredo, Thomas G. [R-CO-6]
Taylor, Charles H. [R-NC-11]
Taylor, Gene [D-MS-4]
Thomas, William M. [R-CA-22]
Tiberi, Patrick J. [R-OH-12]
Turner, Michael R. [R-OH-3]
Walsh, James T. [R-NY-25]
Wamp, Zach [R-TN-3]
Weldon, Dave [R-FL-15]
Weller, Jerry [R-IL-11]
Westmoreland, Lynn A. [R-GA-8]
Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS-1]
Wilson, Joe [R-SC-2]

Wolf, Frank R. [R-VA-10]

Resident Commissioner Fortuno, Luis G. [R-PR-At Large]
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Cosponsor Party / State Role  Date Joined
Rep. Drake, Thelma D. [R-VA-2] R - VA Feb 10, 2005
Rep. Gutknecht, Gil [R-MN-1] R -MN Feb 10, 2005
Rep. Mack, Connie [R-FL-14] R-FL Feb 10, 2005
Rep. Nussle, Jim [R-IA-1] R-I1A Feb 10, 2005
Rep. Boustany, Charles W., Jr. [R-LA-7] R-LA Mar 1, 2005
Rep. Kolbe, Jim [R-AZ-8] R -AZ Mar 8, 2005
Rep. Kuhl, John R. "Randy", Jr. [R-NY-29] R - NY Mar 8, 2005
Rep. Calvert, Ken [R-CA-44] R-CA Mar 14, 2005
Rep. Davis, Tom [R-VA-11] R - VA Mar 15, 2005
Rep. Burton, Dan [R-IN-5] R -IN Apr 6, 2005
Rep. Bonner, Jo [R-AL-1] R -AL Apr 26, 2005
Rep. Boozman, John [R-AR-3] R:AR Apr 26, 2005
Rep. Conaway, K. Michael [R-TX-11] R-TX Apr 26, 2005
Rep. Barrett, J. Gresham [R-SC-3] R-SC May 3, 2005
Rep. Marchant, Kenny [R-TX-24] R-TX Jun 14, 2005
Rep. Inglis, Bob [R-SC-4] R-SC Jun 22, 2005
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Feb 25, 2005
Judiciary Committee House Referred To Feb 2, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill
109 HR 4838

109 HR 5
109 S 354
109 S 366
109 S 367

Relationship
Related bill

Identical bill
Related bill
Related bill
Related bill

Last Action

Mar 17, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by
the Chairman.

Jul 29, 2005: Received in the Senate and Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
Feb 17, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S1603-1605)

Feb 10, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.

Feb 10, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary.
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Summary (as of Feb 2, 2005)

Help Efficient, Accessible, Low Cost, Timely Healthcare (HEALTH) Act of 2005 -Sets forth provisions regulating lawsuits
for health care liability claims concerning the provision of health care goods or services or any medical product affecting
interstate commerce.

Sets a statute of limitations of three years after the date of manifestation of injury or one year after the claimant discovers
the injury, with certain exceptions.

Provides that nothing in this Act limits recovery of the full amount of available economic damages. Limits noneconomic
damages to $250,000. Makes each party liable only for the amount of damages directly proportional to such party's
percentage of responsibility.

Allows the court to restrict the payment of attorney contingency fees. Limits the fees to a decreasing percentage based
on the increasing value of the amount awarded.

Prescribes qualifications for expert witnesses.

Allows the introduction of collateral source benefits and the amount paid to secure such benefits as evidence. Prohibits a
provider of such benefits from recovering any amount from an award in a health care lawsuit involving injury or wrongful
death.

Authorizes the award of punitive damages only where: (1) it is proven by clear and convincing evidence that a person
acted with malicious intent to injure the claimant or deliberately failed to avoid unnecessary injury the claimant was
substantially certain to suffer; and (2) compensatory damages are awarded. Limits punitive damages to the greater of two
times the amount of economic damages or $250,000.

Limits the liability of manufacturers, distributors, suppliers, and providers of medical products that comply with Food and
Drug Administration (FDA) standards.

Provides for periodic payments of future damage awards.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 25, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman.

e Feb 2, 2005: Introduced in House

e Feb 2, 2005: Introduced in House

e Feb 2, 2005: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Feb 2, 2005: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Feb 2, 2005: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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