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HR 5297

Improving Access to Medicare Part D Act of 2006

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: May 4, 2006

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman .

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman .
(May 15, 2006)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-hill/5297

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Davis, Jo Ann [R-VA-1]
Party: Republican < State VA ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to May 15, 2006
Ways and Means Committee House Referred To May 4, 2006

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
109 S 2487 Related bill  Mar 31, 2006: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry.
109 HR 4792  Related bill  Feb 17, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary (as of May 4, 2006)

Improving Access to Medicare Part D Act of 2006 - Amends part C (Medicare+Choice) of title XVIII (Medicare) of the
Social Security Act (SSA) to provide for a one-year extension until May 15, 2007, of the 2006 initial enrollment period for
Medicare prescription drug benefits and Medicare Advantage (MA) plans. Extends through May 14, 2007, the current
extended period of continuous open enrollment and disenrollment.

Amends part D (Voluntary Prescription Drug Benefit Program) of SSA title XVIII to repeal the prohibition against
interference by the Secretary of Health and Human Services with prescription drug price negotiations between drug
manufacturers and pharmacies and prescription drug plan (PDP) sponsors. Authorizes the Secretary to negotiate
prescription drug price contracts with manufacturers of covered part D drugs in order to ensure that each enrollee under a
PDP or an MA-PD plan pays the lowest possible price.

Expresses the sense of Congress that the Secretary should conduct (and improve current) activities, with respect to
individuals eligible for the Medicare prescription drug benefits, to: (1) raise the awareness and improve the education of
such individuals about such benefits; (2) improve and enhance outreach and enrollment assistance; and (3) provide for
the accessibility of appropriate experts (at national, state, and local levels) to ensure that such individuals understand the
benefits for which they are eligible.

Actions Timeline

e May 15, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman .
e May 4, 2006: Introduced in House
e May 4, 2006: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and

Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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