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HR 4695
Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 2006

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Labor and Employment

Introduced: Feb 1, 2006

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections. (May 1, 2006)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/4695

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Rahall, Nick J., Il [D-WV-3]
Party: Democratic « State: WV ¢ Chamber: House
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Capito, Shelley Moore [R-WV-2]
Mollohan, Alan B. [D-WV-1]
Brown, Sherrod [D-OH-13]
Capps, Lois [D-CA-23]
Capuano, Michael E. [D-MA-8]
Costello, Jerry F. [D-1L-12]
Davis, Artur [D-AL-7]

Doyle, Michael F. [D-PA-14]
Evans, Lane [D-IL-17]

Kaptur, Marcy [D-OH-9]
Larson, John B. [D-CT-1]
Miller, George [D-CA-7]
Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11]
Strickland, Ted [D-OH-6]
Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-7]
McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4]
McKinney, Cynthia A. [D-GA-4]
Rangel, Charles B. [D-NY-15]
Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9]
Waxman, Henry A. [D-CA-30]
Murtha, John P. [D-PA-12]
Ross, Mike [D-AR-4]

Rothman, Steven R. [D-NJ-9]
Chandler, Ben [D-KY-6]

Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12]

Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6]
Kelly, Sue W. [R-NY-19]
Kucinich, Dennis J. [D-OH-10]

McCotter, Thaddeus G. [R-MI-11]

Visclosky, Peter J. [D-IN-1]
Clay, Wm. Lacy [D-MO-1]
Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13]
Lofgren, Zoe [D-CA-16]

Moore, Dennis [D-KS-3]
Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-34]
Van Hollen, Chris [D-MD-8]
Kilpatrick, Carolyn C. [D-MI-13]
Kildee, Dale E. [D-MI-5]

Frank, Barney [D-MA-4]
Michaud, Michael H. [D-ME-2]
Wexler, Robert [D-FL-19]
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Education and Workforce Committee House Referred to May 1, 2006

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Labor and Employment

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
109 S 2231 Identical bill Feb 1, 2006: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions.

Summary (as of Feb 1, 2006)

Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 2006 - Directs the Secretary of Labor to revise regulations prescribed pursuant to
the Federal Mine Safety and Health Act of 1977 to require coal mine operators to expeditiously provide notification of any
accident where rescue and recovery work is necessary.

Requires the Secretary to revise regulations regarding mine rescue teams to: (1) address training and qualifications for
team members, rescue equipment and technology, the structure and organization of teams, and the guidelines about
liability and insurance issues; and (2) require that mine operators employ rescue teams to provide a rapid response and
have a plan for coordination and communication between the rescue teams and local emergency response personnel.

Directs the Secretary to prescribe regulations to require: (1) each coal mine to maintain at strategic locations sufficient
emergency supplies of air and self-contained breathing equipment, and independent means of communication with the
surface, for people awaiting rescue; and (2) each operator to implement a communication and electronic tracking system
to assist in rescue and to equip each person that enters a mine with certain communication and tracking devices.

Requires the Secretary to revise regulations in order to prohibit belt haulage entries from being used to ventilate active
working places in any coal mine.

Directs the Secretary to prescribe regulations to establish minimum civil penalties for violations: (1) where the operator
displays negligence or reckless disregard of a mandatory health or safety standard; and (2) of rescue notification
requirements.

Requires the Secretary to: (1) establish an Office of Science and Technology Transfer within the Mine Safety and Health
Administration to conduct research and development to apply advancing sciences and technologies to mines and miner
health and safety; (2) review and revise mine health and safety standards with regard to implementing such technologies.

Establishes the position of Miner Ombudsman within the Office of the Inspector General of the Department of Labor to be
responsible for ensuring the safety of mines through information collection and sharing.

Actions Timeline

May 1, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Workforce Protections.

Feb 1, 2006: Introduced in House

Feb 1, 2006: Introduced in House

Feb 1, 2006: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E46-47)

Feb 1, 2006: Referred to the HouseeCommoittee-ohtiedilealiroroand thie ¥tatidoreeto the public.
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