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S41

Rural Community Arsenic Relief Act

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: Jan 24, 2005

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (Jan 24, 2005)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/41

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Nelson, Ben [D-NE]
Party: Democratic + State: NE ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (2 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Craig, Larry E. [R-ID] R-ID Jan 24, 2005
Sen. Domenici, Pete V. [R-NM] R -NM Jan 24, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Jan 25, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jan 24, 2005)

Rural Community Arsenic Relief Act - Amends the Safe Drinking Water Act to require States exercising primary
enforcement responsibility for public water systems to exempt any nonprofit small public water system (serving 10,000 or
fewer persons) that so requests in accordance with this Act from the requirements of any national primary drinking water
regulation for naturally occurring contaminants, including arsenic, radon, radium, and uranium.

Requires exemption requests to demonstrate that the system's compliance with applicable national primary drinking
water regulations: (1) is not economically feasible; (2) has a disproportionate and adverse impact on low-income families;
(3) is substantially impeded by limited access to innovative and affordable technology; or (4) is not necessary because
the drinking water provided by the system does not pose an unreasonable health risk.

Sets forth alternative arsenic standards for those systems receiving arsenic exemptions.

Requires the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency to establish a university-based arsenic research
consortium comprised of specified institutions of higher education. Authorizes the Administrator to provide grants to the
consortium to carry out its duties.

Actions Timeline

e Jan 24, 2005: Introduced in Senate
e Jan 24, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S228)
e Jan 24, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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