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S 288
State High Risk Pool Funding Extension Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Feb 3, 2005

Current Status: By Senator Enzi from Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions filed written report. Repor

Latest Action: By Senator Enzi from Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions filed written report. Report
No. 109-121. (Jul 29, 2005)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-hill/288

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Gregg, Judd [R-NH]
Party: Republican < Statee NH ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (11 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] D -MT Feb 3, 2005
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D -NM Feb 3, 2005
Sen. Cochran, Thad [R-MS] R -MS Feb 3, 2005
Sen. DeWine, Mike [R-OH] R -OH Feb 3, 2005
Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT] D:-CT Feb 3, 2005
Sen. Roberts, Pat [R-KS] R -KS Feb 3, 2005
Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R -WY Feb 8, 2005
Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R - ME Feb 15, 2005
Sen. Hagel, Chuck [R-NE] R - NE Feb 17, 2005
Sen. Murkowski, Lisa [R-AK] R - AK Mar 14, 2005
Sen. Smith, Gordon H. [R-OR] R -OR Apr 13, 2005
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Senate Reported By Feb 10, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health
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Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 HR 4519 Related bill Feb 10, 2006: Became Public Law No: 109-172.

109 HR 3204 Related bill Oct 20, 2005: Message on Senate action sent to the House.
109 HR 3297 Related bill Jul 29, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

Summary (as of Feb 10, 2005)

State High Risk Pool Funding Extension Act of 2005 - Reauthorizes funds to provide grants to States to create and
operate qualified high risk health insurance pools.

Amends provisions requiring the Secretary to award grants to States with existing qualified high risk pools to cover losses
incurred by a State in connection with the operation of such a pool to: (1) remove the limit that provided that such grants
would cover up to 50 percent of such losses; and (2) allow such grants to be made to entities that operate such a pool
under applicable State law; and (3) change the allocation of such grants to give one-half of the funds to eligible States
equally and apportion the other half based on the number of uninsured individual in each State and the number of
enrollees in a State's qualified high risk pool. (Currently all funds are allotted based solely on the number of uninsured
individuals in a State.)

Requires the Secretary to award grants to States with established qualified high risk pools for the provision of
supplemental consumer benefits, which must include one or more of the following benefits: (1) low-income premium
subsidies; (2) a reduction in premium trends, actual premiums, or other cost-sharing requirements; (3) an expansion or
broadening of the pool of individuals eligible for coverage; (4) less stringent rules or additional waiver authority with
respect to coverage of preexisting conditions; (5) increased benefits; or (6) establishment of disease management
programs.

Authorizes appropriations.

Defines "qualified high risk pools" to allow States to provide for enroliment through: (1) a combination of a qualified high
risk pool and an acceptable alternative mechanism; (2) health insurance coverage that meets the requirements for a high
risk pool, limits rates, is available to all eligible individuals, and does not exceed the rate limit allowed for high risk pools;
or (3) health insurance coverage that provides first dollar coverage, limits on cost-sharing, and comprehensive medical,
hospital, and surgical coverage if the rate limits do not exceed 125 percent of the rate limit otherwise allowable for
qualified high risk pools.

Actions Timeline

e Jul 29, 2005: By Senator Enzi from Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions filed written report. Report
No. 109-121.

e Jul 29, 2005: By Senator Enzi from Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions filed written report. Report
No. 109-121.

e Feb 10, 2005: Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Reported by Senator Enzi with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute. Without written report.

e Feb 10, 2005: Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Reported by Senator Enzi with an amendment in
the nature of a substitute. Without written report.

e Feb 10, 2005: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 2.

e Feb 9, 2005: Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions. Ordered to be reported without amendment
favorably.

e Feb 3, 2005: introduced in Senaie o . , ,
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e Feb 3, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Health, Educatlon,gi_abor, and Pensions.
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