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S2780

Good Samaritan Clean Watershed Act

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Environmental Protection

Introduced: May 10, 2006

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works. (May 10, 2006)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/2780

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Inhofe, James M. [R-OK]
Party: Republican < Statet OK ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To May 10, 2006
Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Environmental Protection

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
109 S 1848 Related bill Sep 27, 2006: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 645.

109 HR Identical bill Jun 5, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment and Hazardous Materials, for a period to be
5404 subsequently determined by the Chairman .
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Summary (as of May 10, 2006)

Good Samaritan Clean Watershed Act - Authorizes the Administrator of the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or a
state or Indian tribe with an approved remediation program to issue a permit to a Good Samaritan to remediate inactive
or abandoned mines. Defines "Good Samaritan" as a person that: (1) did not cause the historic mine residue at the
inactive or abandoned mines; (2) is not liable or responsible under federal, state, or tribal law for remediation of such
residue; and (3) does not have an ownership interest in such site during or since the creation of the residue.

States that to be eligible for a remediation permit, projects: (1) shall have the purpose of mitigating the effects of historic
mine residue to improve the environment; and (2) are not in mines that are included on the National Priorities List of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (CERCLA) or mines that are subject
to enforcement or response actions.

Provides conditions for permit issuance, including environmental improvement and financial resources requirements and
consideration of objections by land management agencies and public trustees.

Deems permit activities to be compliant with the Federal Water Pollution Control Act (Clean Water Act or CWA) and
CERCLA. Precludes the imposition of costs or damages under CWA and CERCLA related to the permit activities, except
where the permittee's actions exacerbate the pollution as a result of gross negligence or intentional misconduct.

Provides for the transfer, modification, or termination of permits and the role of the permitting authority.

Requires the permitting authority to provide notice of the application for remediation of a mine site to: (1) designated lead
state or tribal agencies; (2) local governments within a 20-mile radius of the project site; (3) federal, state, and tribal
agencies that may have an interest in the application; and (4) the public.

Authorizes the Administrator to enforce this Act and prescribes civil monetary penalties.
Actions Timeline

e May 10, 2006: Introduced in Senate
e May 10, 2006: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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