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S 2665
Medicare Prescription Drug Simplification Act of 2006

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Apr 27, 2006
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Apr 27, 2006) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/2665 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Baucus, Max [D-MT] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (4 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Conrad, Kent [D-ND] D · ND Apr 27, 2006

Sen. Jeffords, James M. [I-VT] I · VT Apr 27, 2006

Sen. Lincoln, Blanche L. [D-AR] D · AR Apr 27, 2006

Sen. Wyden, Ron [D-OR] D · OR Apr 27, 2006

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Apr 27, 2006

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 HR 5263 Related bill May 15, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

109 HR 5102 Related bill Apr 19, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

109 HR 5116 Related bill Apr 19, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.

109 S 2255 Related bill Feb 8, 2006: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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Summary  (as of Apr 27, 2006) 

Medicare Prescription Drug Simplification Act of 2006 - Revises the Medicare prescription drug program under part D

(Voluntary Prescription Drug Benefit Program) of title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to establish five national uniform benefit packages consisting of

three basic and two supplemental packages.

Limits removal or change of coverage of covered part D drugs under a formulary under a prescription drug plan (PDP) or

an Medicare Advantage Prescription Drug (MA-PD) plan.

Provides for: (1) additional funding for enrollment assistance; (2) comparative plan information; (3) a standardized

definition for cost and utilization management tools, and nomenclature for distinguishing between excluded and

nonformulary drugs; (4) standardized enrollee notice regarding coverage determinations; (5) standardized forms and

processes for reconsiderations and exceptions; and (6) authority to waive late the enrollment penalty in certain

circumstances.

Directs the Secretary, jointly with the Commissioner of Social Security, to work to integrate processes and beneficiary

information for applying for a premium and cost-sharing subsidy and enrolling in a PDP or an MA-PD plan in order to

simplify steps for part D eligible individuals who wish to participate in both.

Outlines requirements for comparative information regarding performance of plans under Medicare part D.

Specifies factors the Secretary shall use in determining whether, for plan approval purposes, a PDP and its sponsor

demonstrate a satisfactory quality of performance.

Actions Timeline

Apr 27, 2006: Introduced in Senate
Apr 27, 2006: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S3710-3711)
Apr 27, 2006: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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