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S 2238

Medicare Prescription Drug Emergency Guarantee Act of 2006

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Health

Introduced: Feb 1, 2006

Current Status. Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance. (Feb 1, 2006)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-hill/2238

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Bayh, Evan [D-IN]
Party: Democratic « State: IN ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D-NM Feb 1, 2006
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Feb 1, 2006
Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
109 HR 4685 Identical bill Feb 17, 2006: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
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Summary (as of Feb 1, 2006)

Medicare Prescription Drug Emergency Guarantee Act of 2006 - Amends part D (Voluntary Prescription Drug Benefit
Program) of title XVIII (Medicare) of the Social Security Act (SSA) to assure uninterrupted access to medicines under the
Medicare prescription drug program.

Requires each prescription drug plan sponsor offering a prescription drug plan, and each Medicare Advantage
organization offering an Medicare Advantage-Prescription Drug Plan (MA-PD plan), to: (1) provide minimum standard
transition coverage; (2) furnish each enrollee with annual notices of any changes in formulary or other restrictions or drug
coverage limitations; and (3) require application of intermediate sanctions to protect against fraud and abuse.

Amends SSA: (1) title XVIII part C (Medicare+Choice) to allow changes of enrollment in prescription drug plans and MA-
PD plans to be made once each year outside the annual coordinated election period, or twice a year; and (2) title XIX
(Medicaid) to prohibit conditioning Medicaid eligibility on enrollment in Medicare part D or any other creditable coverage.

Directs the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MEDPAC) to study and report to Congress on the extent to which
full-benefit dual eligible individuals were enrolled (by assignment or otherwise) in the most appropriate part D prescription
drug plans.

Directs the Secretary of Health and Human Services to reimburse covered third parties during 2006 for 100% of covered
part D drugs which a prescription drug plan or MA-PD plan enrollee reasonably expected would have been covered but
were not because the enrollee was unable to access on a timely basis prescription drug benefits to which he or she was
entitled. Directs the Secretary to establish a process for recovering such reimbursed costs from prescription drug plans
and MA-PD plans if they should have incurred them.

Actions Timeline

e Feb 1, 2006: Introduced in Senate
e Feb 1, 2006: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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