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HR 2130
Marine Mammal Protection Act Amendments of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Animals
Introduced: May 5, 2005
Current Status: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 112.
Latest Action: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 112.  (Jul 21, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/2130 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Gilchrest, Wayne T. [R-MD-1] 
Party: Republican   •   State: MD   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Reported By Jul 21, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Animals

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 HR 4075 Related bill Dec 7, 2006: Message on Senate action sent to the House.
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Summary  (as of Jul 21, 2005) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was introduced. The summary has been expanded because action

occurred on the measure.)

Marine Mammal Protection Act Amendments of 2005 - (Sec. 4) Amends the Marine Mammal Protection Act of 1972 (the

Act) to grant limited authority for a marine mammal product to be exported from the United States, including in cases

where: (1) the product is legally possessed and exported by a U.S. citizen for noncommercial purposes in conjunction

with travel or by a non-U.S. citizen for noncommercial purposes, or the product is owned by a Native inhabitant of Russia,

Canada, or Greenland for noncommercial purposes in conjunction with travel or as part of a cultural exchange; or (2) an

Indian, Aleut, or Eskimo residing in Alaska exports the animal as part of a cultural exchange.

(Sec. 5) Makes it unlawful for anyone under U.S. jurisdiction to release any captive marine mammal, except for the

temporary release of a marine mammal that is maintained in captivity for national defense purposes, or of the progeny of

a marine mammal excluded from coverage under the Act.

(Sec. 6) Requires the head of each federal agency that conducts and provides funds for research on marine mammals to

report annually to Congress on funding provided and research conducted regarding marine mammals during the

preceding year.

(Sec. 7) Revises the prohibition against the export of marine mammals for public display unless the receiving facility

meets standards. Requires the Secretary of Agriculture must to evaluate, and verify, and thereafter notify the relevant

Secretary (Secretary of the department in which the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) is

operating, the Secretary of the Interior, or the Secretary of Commerce) that the receiving facility meets such standards.

Prohibits the relevant Secretary from requiring or requesting, through comity or any other means, that any marine

mammal or its progeny remain subject to U.S. jurisdiction when located in waters or on lands subject to the jurisdiction of

another country.

Directs the Secretary of Commerce and the Secretary of the Interior to conduct a joint review of the inventory of all

mammals (and progeny) possessed pursuant to a permit, the use of the information in such inventory, and the costs,

benefits, and issues associated with the development of an on-line inventory. Directs the relevant Secretary to report to

Congress on the review's findings.

Revises certain notification requirements to require that the relevant Secretary be notified only of the transport of a

marine mammal for purposes of public display in cases where the transfer is between facilities where the ownership and

care of the marine mammal will be under the same license or registration issued under the Animal Welfare Act.

(Sec. 8) Increases personal civil fines from $10,000 to $30,000 and criminal penalties from $30,000 to $30,000.

Increases the civil penalties for a vessel from $25,000 to $35,000.

(Sec. 9) Revises requirements for the marine mammal research grant program to extend it to research on the ecosystem

upon which marine mammals depend, including, but not limited to, the Bering/Chukchi Sea ecosystem and the California

coastal marine ecosystem.

Repeals the mandate for a program of research into new methods of locating and catching yellowfin tuna without the

incidental taking of marine mammals.



Authorizes appropriations for FY2006-FY2010.

(Sec. 10) Transfers to the Secretary of Commerce from the Secretary of the department in which NOAA is operating the

mandate to carry out a research and development (R&D) program to devise fishing methods and gear that reduce the

incidental taking of marine mammals.

Authorizes the Secretary of Commerce to establish a gear research mini-grant program for the development of such

fishing gear. Limits grants to $20,000.

Authorizes appropriations for FY2006-FY2010.

(Sec. 12) Extends the prohibition against the intentional lethal take of any marine mammal in the course of commercial

fishing operations to all fishing operations, including recreational. Requires take reduction plans to track the number of

animals from strategic stocks being incidentally lethally taken or seriously injured each year through recreational fishing

(in addition to commercial fishing), and to publish proposals for reducing such incidents within a strategic stock under

certain conditions.

Revises the requirement that the Secretary develop and implement a take reduction plan to assist in the recovery or

prevent the depletion of each strategic stock to exempt the Secretary from doing so for a particular stock if the level of

fishery related mortality and serious injury is having a negligible impact on that stock.

Extends from six months to nine months after plan implementation the deadline goal for reduction of the mortality or

serious injury of marine mammals taken incidentally in the course of commercial or recreational fishing. Adds additional

representatives to take reduction teams.

Directs the relevant Secretary to reconvene a take reduction team to explain any substantive differences between a take

reduction plan proposed by a team and that published by the Secretary.

(Sec. 13) Requires research on the nonlethal removal and control of nuisance pinnipeds (seals and sea lions), including

the development of new technologies to deter such creatures. Requires an annual report from the relevant Secretary to

Congress on research results.

Authorizes the relevant Secretary to provide grants to eligible applicants to carry out qualified nonlethal control projects to

remove, deter, and control nuisance pinnipeds. Sets the federal share of project costs at no more than 75%.

Authorizes appropriations for FY2006-FY2010.

(Sec. 14) Repeals the requirement that the Marine Mammal Commission employ a minimum of 11 employees at any

time.

(Sec. 15) Authorizes entanglement response agreements (as well as stranding response agreements, as under current

law). Defines entanglement as an event in the wild in which a living or dead marine mammal has gear, rope, line, net, or

other material wrapped or attached to it, and is on a U.S. beach or shore or in U.S. waters.

Extends through FY2010 the authorization of appropriations for the John H. Prescott Marine Mammal Rescue Assistance

Grant Program and the Marine Mammal Unusual Mortality Event Fund for stranding or entanglement response.

Authorizes the relevant Secretary to enter into cooperative agreements, contracts, or other agreements or arrangements

to address stranding events requiring emergency assistance.



(Sec. 16) Renews the scrimshaw exemption (allowing the processing and sale of pre-Endangered Species Act ivory) for

the 11-year period beginning October 31, 1999.

Actions Timeline

Jul 21, 2005: Reported by the Committee on Resources. H. Rept. 109-180.
Jul 21, 2005: Reported by the Committee on Resources. H. Rept. 109-180.
Jul 21, 2005: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 112.
May 18, 2005: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.
May 18, 2005: Ordered to be Reported by Unanimous Consent.
May 5, 2005: Introduced in House
May 5, 2005: Introduced in House
May 5, 2005: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
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