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S 1715
A bill to provide relief for students and institutions affected by Hurricane Katrina, and for other purposes.

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Social Welfare
Introduced: Sep 15, 2005
Current Status: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 213.
Latest Action: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 213. 
(Sep 19, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/1715 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] 
Party: Republican   •   State: WY   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Kennedy, Edward M. [D-MA] D · MA Sep 15, 2005

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM Sep 22, 2005

Committee Activity

No committee referrals or activity are recorded for this bill.

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Social Welfare

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 HR 3890 Related bill Nov 7, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Education Reform.
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Summary  (as of Sep 15, 2005) 

Provides assistance for students, educational institutions, and individuals with disabilities affected by Hurricane Katrina

(HK).

Encourages the Secretary of Education (ED) to exercise waiver authority and other actions on behalf of HK-affected

states, local educational agencies (LEAs), and schools under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of 1965

(ESEA).

Authorizes ED to: (1) make grants to LEAs for supplemental educational services or additional programs and activities for

HK-displaced or -affected students; (2) make payments to LEAs in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Alabama to restart

operations at schools in HK-disaster areas; and (3) delay applicability of ESEA teacher qualification requirements to

Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi and their LEAs due to exceptional or uncontrollable circumstances.

Allows any LEA to provide reciprocity for HK-displaced teachers and paraprofessionals.

Directs ED to: (1) use the 2004-2005 child count for 2006-2007 funding under ESEA and the Individuals with Disabilities

Education Act (IDEA) if the LEA serves a school in an HK-disaster area and has a net loss of students; (2) make

payments to LEAs to improve instruction of HK-displaced students (if the LEA does not count such students for ESEA

and IDEA funding); and (3) assist LEAs serving HK-displaced homeless children and youths.

Provides for waiver authority by ED and suspends application of certain student aid requirements under the Higher

Education Act of 1965, with respect to HK-affected students or educational institutions, including provisions for: grant

assistance repayment, loan deferments, loan limits, work-study, grant uses, and distance education.

Directs ED, with respect to HK-affected children with disabilities, to: (1) use 2004-2005 numbers for IDEA funding of

sending states; and (2) provide funds to receiving LEAs to provide early intervention services.

Directs ED, in reallocating funds under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, to give preference to affected states that contain

HK-disaster areas or that received a significant number of individuals from such areas. Allows affected states to apply for

waivers of nonfederal share requirements and use reallocated funds for apprenticeship programs for individuals with

disabilities to participate in reconstruction or other major disaster assistance activities in areas where they lived on

August 22, 2005. Allows affected states to apply to use certain grant funds under the Assistive Technology Act of 1998 to

enable HK-affected individuals with disabilities to replace damaged or lost assistive technology devices. Authorizes ED to

make grants to enable affected states to carry out such replacement programs.

Requires an audit of each ED program that includes HK-related response and recovery activities.

Child Care Disaster Assistance Act of 2005 - Authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services (HHS) to: (1)

waive, for HK-disaster areas, specified provisions of the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 1990 in order to

provide child care services to orphaned children or displaced families; and (2) provide technical assistance and guidance

to providers of child care services to such children and families.

Directs HHS to: (1) waive income eligibility and documentation requirements for HK-affected children in programs under

the Head Start Act; and (2) provide technical assistance, guidance, and resources for Head Start agencies serving such

children.



Actions Timeline

Sep 19, 2005: Read the second time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 213.
Sep 15, 2005: Introduced in Senate
Sep 15, 2005: Introduced in the Senate. Read the first time. Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under Read the First
Time. (text of measure as introduced: CR S10123-10128)
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