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S1/01

Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Reform Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources

Introduced: Sep 14, 2005

Current Status. Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 109-256.

Latest Action: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 109-256. (Sep 27,
2005)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/1701

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Thomas, Craig [R-WY]
Party: Republican < Statee WY ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (1 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Enzi, Michael B. [R-WY] R - WY Sep 14, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Sep 27, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 14, 2005)

Abandoned Mine Land Reclamation Reform Act of 2005 - Amends the Surface Mining Control and Reclamation Act of
1977 to repeal the authorized use of certain moneys in the Abandoned Mine Reclamation Fund (Fund): (1) by the
Secretary of Agriculture for reclamation of rural lands; and (2) by the Department of the Interior for studies by contract
with organizations for advice and research and development projects and technical assistance.

Sets forth a sliding scale reduction for reclamation fees required to be paid by operators of coal mining operations for coal
produced by surface coal mining, coal produced by underground mining, and lignite coal.

Extends to September 30, 2016, the period for payment of reclamation fees according to the existing formula.

Revises Fund allocation requirements governing: (1) reclamation fees; (2) use of funds for abatement of acid mine
drainage; and (3) graduated payments to states and Indian tribes.

Instructs the Secretary of the Interior (Secretary) to use unexpended interest paid into the Fund to execute transfers into
the United Mine Workers of America Combined Benefit Fund.

Directs the Secretary, upon the request of a state Governor or governing Indian tribal body, to enter into an agreement
authorizing such entity to collect reclamation fees.

Revises Fund objectives to repeal the objective of general welfare.

Revises the prohibition against filing a lien against any person who neither consented to, nor participated in, nor
exercised control over a mining operation which necessitated reclamation. Repeals the limitation of such prohibition to
persons who owned the surface before May 2, 1977.

Authorizes the Secretary to use amounts in the Fund to provide incentives to promote remining of eligible land.

Extends from 2004 to 2015 the exception to the prohibition against approval of a permit due to any uncorrected air or
water environmental protection violations if such violations result from an unanticipated event or or condition at a surface
coal mining operation on lands eligible for remining.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 27, 2005 Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Hearings held. Hearings printed: S.Hrg. 109-256.
e Sep 14, 2005: Introduced in Senate
e Sep 14, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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