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S 17
Voting Opportunity and Technology Enhancement Rights Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Government Operations and Politics
Introduced: Jan 24, 2005
Current Status: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S7999)
Latest Action: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S7999)  (Jul 20, 2006) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/17 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Dodd, Christopher J. [D-CT] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: CT   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (6 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Mikulski, Barbara A. [D-MD] D · MD Jan 24, 2005

Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] D · WV Jan 24, 2005

Sen. Schumer, Charles E. [D-NY] D · NY Jan 24, 2005

Sen. Stabenow, Debbie [D-MI] D · MI Jan 24, 2005

Sen. Corzine, Jon S. [D-NJ] D · NJ Feb 16, 2005

Sen. Reid, Harry [D-NV] D · NV Feb 16, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Rules and Administration Committee Senate Referred To Jan 24, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Government Operations and Politics

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jan 24, 2005) 

Voting Opportunity and Technology Enhancement Rights Act of 2005 - Amends the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to

permit any person who is otherwise qualified to vote in a Federal election in a State to use the national Federal write-in

absentee ballot prescribed by the Election Assistance Commission to cast a vote in such an election.

Directs the Commission to prescribe a national Federal write-in absentee ballot for use in elections for Federal office.

Requires the voting system to provide for an independent means of voter verification, allowing each voter to verify the

ballot before it is cast and counted.

Requires the State to: (1) count such ballot if the individual who cast it is otherwise eligible to vote; and (2) provide for the

minimum required number of voting systems and poll workers for each polling place on the day of any Federal election,

and on any days during which such State allows early voting.

Directs the Commission to issue standards regarding the minimum number of voting systems and poll workers.

Amends the National Voter Registration Act of 1993 to require each State, with certain exceptions, to permit any

individual on the day of a Federal election to: (1) register to vote at the polling place; and (2) cast a vote in such election.

Amends the Help America Vote Act of 2002 to require: (1) the Commission to develop an election day registration form

for elections for Federal office; (2) each State to provide public notice of all names which have been removed from the

voter registration list since the later of the most recent Federal election or the day of the most recent previous public

notice; (3) each State to allow individuals to vote in a Federal election at least 15 days before the day scheduled for it in

the same manner as voting on such day (early voting); (4) each polling place which allows early voting to allow it for at

least a uniform four hours each day; and (5) the Commission to issue standards for the administration of early voting.

Accelerates the study on election day as a public holiday.

Requires mail voter registration forms to include, in lieu of mandatory questions and statements, an affidavit to be signed

by the registrant attesting both to citizenship and age.

Directs each State to establish a program under which individuals may access voter registration forms electronically

through the Internet.

Provides for establishing voter identification with respect to in person voting and voting by mail.

Outlines election administration requirements.

Actions Timeline

Jul 20, 2006: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S7999)
Jan 26, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S563-565)
Jan 24, 2005: Introduced in Senate
Jan 24, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Rules and Administration. (text of measure as introduced:
CR S204-207)
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