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S 161
Northern Arizona Land Exchange and Verde River Basin Partnership Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Jan 25, 2005
Current Status: Became Public Law No: 109-110.
Latest Action: Became Public Law No: 109-110.  (Nov 22, 2005) 
Law: 109-110 (Enacted Nov 22, 2005)
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/161 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ] 
Party: Republican   •   State: AZ   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Kyl, Jon [R-AZ] R · AZ Jan 25, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Reported By Mar 16, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 HR 410 Related bill Mar 16, 2005: Subcommittee Hearings Held.
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Summary  (as of Nov 22, 2005) 

(This measure has not been amended since it was introduced. The expanded summary of the Senate reported

version is repeated here.)

Northern Arizona Land Exchange and Verde River Basin Partnership Act of 2005 - Title I: Northern Arizona Land

Exchange - (Sec. 102) Directs the Secretary of Agriculture to simultaneously convey title to certain lands in the Prescott,

Coconino, and Kaibab National Forests, Arizona, to the Yavapai Ranch Limited Partnership and the Northern Yavapai,

L.L.C. (the Yavapai Ranch), in exchange for privately-owned land within the boundaries of the Prescott National Forest,

Arizona.

Requires the values of the land exchanged to be equal. Requires, when any parcel of either land being exchanged is not

conveyed because of any reason, the exclusion of that parcel or part from the exchange and that the remaining lands

shall be adjusted as provided in this Act.

Grants to the Yavapai Ranch unrestricted and non-exclusive easements that run with and benefit the land transferred to

the Ranch.

Allows the cities of Flagstaff, Williams, and Camp Verde and certain summer camps in Arizona to enter into agreements

with Yavapai Ranch for the conveyance of parts or all of the acquired parcels of Federal and located near such cities and

camps.

(Sec. 103) Reserves for the Yavapai Ranch water rights and perpetual easements for not more than three existing wells

and related equipment on the land it is transferring to Federal control, with certain water rights from each existing or

replacement well to be reserved for the United States.

(Sec. 104) Provides for the establishment of conservation easements on certain of the Federal land transferred to the

Yavapai Ranch to conserve water in the Verde Valley, Arizona, and to minimize adverse impacts from future

development of the Camp Verde General Crook parcel on future and current holders of water rights and the Verde River

and National Forest System lands retained by the United States. Requires any terms of conveyance for such parcel to

include an agreement on the amount of water available for use on such land, as determined by the Ranch, subject to a

specified limit.

(Sec. 105) Provides that land acquired by the United States under this Act shall become part of the Prescott National

Forest in accordance with this title and the laws applicable to the National Forest System. Sets forth certain rules for such

land pertaining to: (1) grazing; and (2) timber harvesting.

(Sec. 106) Revokes any public orders withdrawing any of the Federal land from appropriation or disposal as necessary to

permit disposal of such land. Withdraws the Federal land from all forms of entry and appropriation under the public land

laws; location, entry, and patent under the mining laws; and operation of the mineral leasing and geothermal leasing

laws, until the date of the exchange.

(Sec. 107) Directs the Secretary to convey certain land in Coconino County, Arizona, to a person representing the

majority of landowners with encroachments on the lot in exchange for the payment of a designated sum plus certain other

costs.

Title II: Verde River Basin Partnership - (Sec. 203) Authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to participate in establishing



a Verde River Basin Partnership, with members representing Federal, State, and local governments, and other entities

with responsibilities and expertise in water to cooperate in the implementation of science-based policies, projects, and

management for the Basin.

Authorizes appropriations to the Secretaries of Agriculture and the Interior of amounts necessary to carry out activities of

the Partnership for FY 2006 through 2010.

(Sec. 204) Sets forth requirements for a Partnership plan, studies, water budget analysis, preliminary report and

recommendations. Requires a final report from the Partnership within four years of enactment.

(Sec. 206) Directs the Secretaries to enter into a memorandum of understanding authorizing the U.S. Geological Survey

to access Forest Service land to carry out this title.

Actions Timeline

Nov 22, 2005: Signed by President.
Nov 22, 2005: Signed by President.
Nov 22, 2005: Became Public Law No: 109-110.
Nov 22, 2005: Became Public Law No: 109-110.
Nov 17, 2005: Presented to President.
Nov 17, 2005: Presented to President.
Nov 15, 2005: Mrs. Musgrave moved to suspend the rules and pass the bill.
Nov 15, 2005: Considered under suspension of the rules. (consideration: CR H10172-10176)
Nov 15, 2005: DEBATE - The House proceeded with forty minutes of debate on S. 161.
Nov 15, 2005: Passed/agreed to in House: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill Agreed to by voice
vote.(text: CR H10172-10175)
Nov 15, 2005: On motion to suspend the rules and pass the bill Agreed to by voice vote. (text: CR H10172-10175)
Nov 15, 2005: Motion to reconsider laid on the table Agreed to without objection.
Nov 15, 2005: Cleared for White House.
Jul 27, 2005: Received in the House.
Jul 27, 2005: Message on Senate action sent to the House.
Jul 27, 2005: Held at the desk.
Jul 26, 2005: Passed/agreed to in Senate: Passed Senate without amendment by Unanimous Consent.(consideration:
CR S9018-9052; text as passed Senate: CR S9040-9043)
Jul 26, 2005: Passed Senate without amendment by Unanimous Consent. (consideration: CR S9018-9052; text as
passed Senate: CR S9040-9043)
Mar 16, 2005: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Reported by Senator Domenici without amendment. With
written report No. 109-40.
Mar 16, 2005: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Reported by Senator Domenici without amendment. With
written report No. 109-40.
Mar 16, 2005: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 55.
Feb 16, 2005: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Ordered to be reported without amendment favorably.
Jan 25, 2005: Introduced in Senate
Jan 25, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S487-488)
Jan 25, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S488-490)
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