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S 1596
A bill to amend the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to require electric utilities to provide net
metering service.

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Energy
Introduced: Jul 29, 2005
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.  (Jul 29, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/1596 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Referred To Jul 29, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Energy

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 29, 2005) 

Amends the Public Utility Regulatory Policies Act of 1978 to require each electric utility to make net metering service

available upon consumer request.

Permits a state regulatory authority, one year after enactment of this Act, to determine whether it is in the public interest

to decline to implement such requirement.

Permits a state to establish incentives to encourage on-site generating facilities and net metering in addition to the

requirements of this Act.

Requires an electric utility to charge the owner or operator of an on-site generating facility rates that are identical to those

charged to its other electric consumers in the same rate class.

Bars such utility from charging the owner or operator of an on-site generating facility any additional standby, capacity,

interconnection, or other charges.

Prescribes guidelines for: (1) electric energy sales to the owner or operator of an on-site generating facility; and (2)

measurements of electric energy consumed.

Directs the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission to promulgate additional control, testing, and interconnection

requirements for on-site generating facilities and net metering systems deemed necessary to protect public safety and

system reliability.

Actions Timeline

Jul 29, 2005: Introduced in Senate
Jul 29, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources.
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