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HR 153
Rail and Public Transportation Security Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jan 4, 2005
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Cybersecurity.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Cybersecurity.  (Mar 9,
2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/house-bill/153 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ-13] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: Senate
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Cosponsors  (35 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-14] D · MI Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7] D · MD Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Engel, Eliot L. [D-NY-17] D · NY Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Jones, Stephanie Tubbs [D-OH-11] D · OH Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] D · NY Apr 5, 2005

Rep. McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4] D · NY Apr 5, 2005

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA Apr 5, 2005

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-3] D · MA Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-8] D · NY Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11] D · NY Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Payne, Donald M. [D-NJ-10] D · NJ Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Ryan, Tim [D-OH-17] D · OH Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Towns, Edolphus [D-NY-10] D · NY Apr 5, 2005

Rep. Butterfield, G. K. [D-NC-1] D · NC Apr 6, 2005

Rep. Frank, Barney [D-MA-4] D · MA Apr 6, 2005

Rep. Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX Apr 6, 2005

Rep. Gonzalez, Charles A. [D-TX-20] D · TX Apr 19, 2005

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9] D · CA Apr 19, 2005

Rep. Lipinski, Daniel [D-IL-3] D · IL Apr 19, 2005

Rep. Schiff, Adam B. [D-CA-29] D · CA Apr 19, 2005

Rep. Weiner, Anthony D. [D-NY-9] D · NY Apr 19, 2005

Rep. Bishop, Timothy H. [D-NY-1] D · NY Apr 26, 2005

Rep. Markey, Edward J. [D-MA-7] D · MA Apr 26, 2005

Rep. Rothman, Steven R. [D-NJ-9] D · NJ Apr 26, 2005

Rep. Serrano, Jose E. [D-NY-16] D · NY Apr 26, 2005

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-28] D · NY May 4, 2005

Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-8] D · NJ Jun 8, 2005

Rep. Ackerman, Gary L. [D-NY-5] D · NY Jun 15, 2005

Rep. Carson, Julia [D-IN-7] D · IN Jun 15, 2005

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] D · NJ Sep 13, 2005

Rep. Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9] D · IL Sep 13, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security Committee House Referred to Mar 9, 2005

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Jan 5, 2005

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Jan 5, 2005
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

109 S
1379 

Related bill Jul 11, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text
of measure as introduced: CR S7992-7996)

Summary  (as of Jan 4, 2005) 

Rail and Public Transportation Security Act of 2005 - Directs the Under Secretary of Homeland Security for Border and

Transportation Security to complete a vulnerability assessment of freight and passenger rail transportation, and develop

specific prioritized recommendations for improving rail security.

Directs the Secretary of Transportation to review existing Department of Transportation (DOT) rail regulations to identify

areas for revision to improve rail security.

Directs the Comptroller General to study the rail passenger transportation security programs in Japan, the European

Union (EU), and other foreign countries in order to identify effective rail transportation security measures.

Directs the Under Secretary to: (1) analyze the cost and feasibility of requiring security screening for passengers,

baggage, and mail on passenger trains; and (2) conduct a pilot program of random security screening at five Amtrak

passenger rail stations.

Authorizes the Secretary to make grants to Amtrak for fire and life-safety improvements and infrastructure upgrades to

tunnels on the Northeast Corridor.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to ensure that DOT receives timely notification, through the Information

Sharing and Analysis Center for Public Transportation, of all credible terrorist threats against public transportation assets.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to award research, development, and demonstration grants to reduce and

deter terrorist threats against public transportation systems.

Amends Federal transportation law to direct Amtrak to submit to the National Transportation Safety Board a plan to

address the needs of families of passengers involved in rail passenger accidents.

Authorizes the Under Secretary to make grants for certain system-wide Amtrak, freight, hazardous materials

transportation, and passenger rail security upgrades.

Directs the Federal Railroad Administration to set forth certain standards for welded rail and tank car safety

improvements.

Requires the Under Secretary to assess the current system for preclearance and screening of rail and airline passengers

and baggage, as well as freight railroad traffic, between the United States and Canada, including progress on a rail

passenger preclearance protocol.

Authorizes the Under Secretary to make operating grants and capital grants for mass transportation system security

improvements.
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Actions Timeline

Mar 9, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Economic Security, Infrastructure Protection, and Cybersecurity.
Jan 5, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads.
Jan 5, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Highways, Transit and Pipelines.
Jan 4, 2005: Introduced in House
Jan 4, 2005: Introduced in House
Jan 4, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E21)
Jan 4, 2005: Referred to the Committee on Homeland Security (Select), and in addition to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Jan 4, 2005: Referred to the Committee on Homeland Security (Select), and in addition to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Jan 4, 2005: Referred to the Committee on Homeland Security (Select), and in addition to the Committee on
Transportation and Infrastructure, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for
consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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