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S 1380
Railroad Safety Improvement Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Jul 11, 2005
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.  (Jul 11, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/1380 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Vitter, David [R-LA] 
Party: Republican   •   State: LA   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (2 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Boxer, Barbara [D-CA] D · CA Jul 11, 2005

Sen. DeWine, Mike [R-OH] R · OH Jul 25, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Environment and Public Works Committee Senate Referred To Jul 11, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 11, 2005) 

Railroad Safety Improvement Act of 2005 - Amends federal transportation law to direct the Secretary of Transportation to

establish an automated video image analysis pilot program in states with the highest rates of accidents at highway-rail

grade crossings to record motorist violations at crossings equipped with automatic warning devices. Requires the

Secretary to submit to Congress a plan to eliminate highway-rail grade crossings, with priority given to crossings where

the number of accidents are high or there is insufficient or outdated protective equipment.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) review the safety of all public railway-highway grade crossings in the United States; and (2)

compile and submit to Congress, based on such review, a list of the 5,000 railway-highway grade crossings most in need

of safety improvements.

Authorizes the Secretary to award grants to states to make necessary improvements to crossings identified for

elimination and improvement. Requires the Secretary, in awarding such grants, to: (1) give priority to projects to install

automated warning systems at crossings in states with the highest number of accidents; and (2) strive to reduce the

number of crossings without automated warning systems by not less than 50%.

Directs the Secretary to: (1) analyze all laws for preventing trespassing and vandalism on railroad property; and (2)

develop model legislation providing for civil and criminal penalties for individuals who violate grade crossing signs,

signals, or gates.

Requires the Secretary to inspect annually at least 2% of all highway-rail grade crossings in the 10 states with the highest

rates of collisions at such crossings.

Requires the Secretary to investigate, and report to Congress, all fatal accidents in the United States (including fatal

railroad accidents) that occur on or after enactment of this Act.

Actions Timeline

Jul 11, 2005: Introduced in Senate
Jul 11, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Environment and Public Works.
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