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S1274

Improve Interoperable Communications for First Responders Act of 2005

Congress: 109 (2005-2007, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Emergency Management

Introduced: Jun 21, 2005

Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. (text of mea

Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. (text of
measure as introduced: CR S6912-6915) (Jun 21, 2005)

Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/1274

Sponsor

Name: Sen. Lieberman, Joseph I. [D-CT]
Party: Democratic ¢ State: CT ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (3 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Akaka, Daniel K. [D-HI] D - HI Jun 21, 2005
Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R - ME Jun 21, 2005
Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D - Ml Jun 21, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs Committee Senate Referred To Jun 21, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Jun 21, 2005)

Improve Interoperable Communications for First Responders Act of 2005 - Establishes an Office for Interoperability and
Compatibility (OIC), headed by a Director, within the Directorate of Science and Technology of the Department of
Homeland Security (DHS).

Requires the OIC Director to: (1) assist the Secretary in developing and implementing the program to enhance public
safety interoperable communications at all levels of government; (2) carry out DHS responsibilities and authorities
relating to the SAFECOM Program; and (3) conduct extensive, nationwide outreach and foster the development of
interoperable communications systems by state, local, and tribal governments and public safety agencies, and by
regional consortia thereof.

Amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to direct the Secretary to conduct a nationwide assessment to determine the
degree to which communications interoperability has been achieved to date, and to ascertain the needs that remain for
interoperability to be achieved.

Requires the Secretary to: (1) establish a comprehensive research and development program to promote
communications interoperability among first responders; and (2) make grants to states and eligible regions for initiatives
necessary to achieve short-tern or long-term solutions to statewide, regional, national, and where appropriate,
international interoperability.

Actions Timeline

e Jun 21, 2005: Introduced in Senate
e Jun 21, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S6911-6912)

e Jun 21, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs. (text of
measure as introduced: CR S6912-6915)
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