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S 1170
Fort Stanton-Snowy River Cave National Conservation Area Act

Congress: 109 (2005–2007, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Jun 6, 2005
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health.  (Dec 2, 2005) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/109th-congress/senate-bill/1170 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Domenici, Pete V. [R-NM] 
Party: Republican   •   State: NM   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (1 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Bingaman, Jeff [D-NM] D · NM Jun 6, 2005

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Natural Resources Committee Senate Hearings By (subcommittee) Jul 20, 2005

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Dec 2, 2005

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Nov 16, 2005) 

Fort Stanton-Snowy River National Cave Conservation Area Act - Establishes the Fort Stanton-Snowy River National

Cave Conservation Area in Lincoln county, New Mexico, to protect, conserve, and enhance the unique and nationally

important historic, cultural, scientific, archaeological, natural, and educational subterranean cave resources of the Fort

Stanton-Snowy River cave system.

Specifies that the Conservation Area include the area within the boundaries depicted on the map entitled "Fort Stanton-

Snowy River Cave National Conservation Area" and dated November 2005.

Instructs the Secretary to only allow uses of the Conservation Area that are consistent with the protection of the cave

resources.

Requires the Secretary of the Interior, acting through the Director of the Bureau of Land Management, in administering

the Conservation Area, to include providing for management of the surface area of the Conservation Area in accordance

with the Fort Stanton Area of Critical Environmental Concern Final Activity Plan dated March, 2001, or any amendments

to such plan, consistent with this Act.

Withdraws all federal surface and subsurface land within the Conservation Area and all lands and interests in the surface

and subsurface land that are acquired by the United States for inclusion in the Conservation Area from: (1) all forms of

entry, appropriation, or disposal under the general land laws; (2) location, entry, and patent under the mining laws; and

(3) operation under the mineral leasing and geothermal leasing laws.

Directs the Secretary to develop a plan for the long-term management of the Conservation Area. Requires that such plan

provide for a cooperative agreement with Lincoln county to address the historical involvement of the local community in

the interpretation and protection of the resources of such Area.

Provides that the establishment of the Conservation Area shall not: (1) create a protective perimeter or buffer zone

around the Conservation Area; or (2) preclude uses or activities outside the Conservation Area that are permitted under

other applicable laws, even if the uses or activities are prohibited within such Area.

Authorizes the Secretary to establish facilities for: (1) the conduct of scientific research; and (2) the interpretation of the

historical, cultural, scientific, archaeological, natural, and educational resources of the Conservation Area.

Prohibits anything in this Act from constituting an express or implied reservation of any water right.

Authorizes appropriations.



Actions Timeline

Dec 2, 2005: Referred to the Subcommittee on Forests and Forest Health.
Nov 16, 2005: Measure laid before Senate by unanimous consent. (consideration: CR S13058-13059; text of measure
as reported in Senate: CR S13058-13059)
Nov 16, 2005: Passed/agreed to in Senate: Passed Senate with an amendment and an amendment to the Title by
Unanimous Consent.
Nov 16, 2005: Passed Senate with an amendment and an amendment to the Title by Unanimous Consent.
Nov 16, 2005: Received in the House.
Nov 16, 2005: Message on Senate action sent to the House.
Nov 16, 2005: Referred to the House Committee on Resources.
Oct 27, 2005: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Reported by Senator Domenici with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute. With written report No. 109-163.
Oct 27, 2005: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Reported by Senator Domenici with an amendment in the
nature of a substitute. With written report No. 109-163.
Oct 27, 2005: Placed on Senate Legislative Calendar under General Orders. Calendar No. 264.
Sep 28, 2005: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. Ordered to be reported with an amendment in the nature
of a substitute favorably.
Jul 20, 2005: Committee on Energy and Natural Resources Subcommittee on Public Lands and Forests. Hearings held.
With printed Hearing: S.Hrg. 109-157.
Jun 6, 2005: Introduced in Senate
Jun 6, 2005: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S6106-6107)
Jun 6, 2005: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Energy and Natural Resources. (text of measure as
introduced: CR S6107)
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