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HJRES 92
Proposing an amendment to the Constitution of the United States relating to Congressional succession.

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Congress
Introduced: Apr 2, 2004
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution.  (May 20, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-joint-resolution/92 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Rohrabacher, Dana [R-CA-46] 
Party: Republican   •   State: CA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors

No cosponsors are listed for this bill.

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to May 20, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Congress

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 2, 2004) 

Constitutional Amendment - Provides that upon the death of a person elected as Representative, the duties and powers

of that office shall be discharged by his or her designated successor as Acting Representative until a new Representative

is elected.

Declares that whenever a: (1) person elected as Representative transmits to the Speaker of the House of

Representatives a written declaration that he or she is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his or her office, and

until a written declaration to the contrary is transmitted, such powers and duties shall be discharged by his or her

designated successor as Acting Representative; and (2) whenever a majority of the potential successors of a person

elected as Representative transmit to the Speaker their written declaration that such person is unable to discharge the

powers and duties of such office, that person's designated successor shall immediately assume the powers and duties of

that office as Acting Representative and thereafter, when the person elected as Representative transmits to the Speaker

his or her written declaration that no such inability exists, he or she shall assume or resume such powers and duties.

Allows each person elected as Representative to appoint, in ranked order, between three and five potential successors,

provided that such appointments are transmitted to the Speaker in a publicly available written declaration no earlier than

one year and no later than 60 days before the date such person is elected as Representative. Makes the designated

successor the highest ranked potential successor appointed in conformance with this article who meets the qualifications

for office, or if no such person exists, a person meeting such qualifications appointed by the executive authority of the

same State. Makes such appointments effective during the term of office for which the person elected as Representative

has been elected.

Provides for the same procedures in the Senate, upon the death of a person elected as Senator or whenever a person

elected as Senator transmits to the President pro tempore of the Senate a written declaration that he or she is unable to

discharge the powers and duties of his or her office, and until he or she transmits a written declaration to the contrary.

Authorizes a Senator to make or revise his or her written appointment of potential successors no earlier than one year

and no later than 60 days before a date established by Congress for the regular election of Senators and

Representatives. Makes such midterm appointment or revision effective on the next date established by the U.S.

Constitution for the beginning and ending of the terms of Senators and Representatives.

Amends the 17th amendment to the U.S. Constitution to repeal the authority of a State legislature to empower the State

executive to make temporary appointments in the Senate until the people fill the vacancies by election as the legislature

may direct.

Actions Timeline

May 20, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on the Constitution.
Apr 22, 2004: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR H2308)
Apr 2, 2004: Introduced in House
Apr 2, 2004: Introduced in House
Apr 2, 2004: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E530)
Apr 2, 2004: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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