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S 862
Adoption Equality Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: Senate
Policy Area: Taxation
Introduced: Apr 10, 2003
Current Status: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
Latest Action: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.  (Apr 10, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/862 

Sponsor

Name:  Sen. Rockefeller, John D., IV [D-WV] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WV   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (7 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Sen. Collins, Susan M. [R-ME] R · ME Apr 10, 2003

Sen. DeWine, Mike [R-OH] R · OH Apr 10, 2003

Sen. Johnson, Tim [D-SD] D · SD Apr 10, 2003

Sen. Landrieu, Mary L. [D-LA] D · LA Apr 10, 2003

Sen. Levin, Carl [D-MI] D · MI Apr 10, 2003

Sen. Inouye, Daniel K. [D-HI] D · HI Apr 30, 2003

Sen. Clinton, Hillary Rodham [D-NY] D · NY May 22, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Finance Committee Senate Referred To Apr 10, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Taxation

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Apr 10, 2003) 

Adoption Equality Act of 2003 - Amends title IV part E (Foster Care and Adoption Assistance) of the Social Security Act

(SSA) to modify the requirements of a child with special needs whose adoptive parents are eligible to receive a State

adoption assistance payment.

Eliminates the requirement that the child with special needs meet specified income eligibility criteria under SSA title IV

part A (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) (TANF) relating solely to the biological parents whose rights have

been terminated. (Thus makes all children with special needs eligible for adoption assistance.)

Makes eligible to receive adoption assistance payments the adoptive parents of a child who is not a U.S. citizen or

resident, but who otherwise meets the eligibility requirements for such payments, with the exception of a child adopted

outside the United States or brought into it for adoption purposes. Declares that payments shall not be construed as

prohibited with respect to the latter kind of child if he or she is placed in foster care following the failure of the initial

adoption of the child by the adoptive parents.

Requires treatment as meeting such requirements of any children determined eligible with respect to a prior adoption (or

who would have been determined eligible had the Adoption and Safe Families Act of 1997 been in effect at the time that

such determination would have been made), and who are available for adoption again because the prior adoption has

been dissolved and the parental rights of the adoptive parents have been terminated, or because the child's adoptive

parents have died.

Requires a State to spend an amount equal to the amount of savings (if any) in State expenditures resulting from the

application of this Act to provide to children or families any service (including post-adoption services) that may be

provided under this part or part B (Child-Welfare Services).

Revises requirements for the determination under SSA of a child with special needs to require that: (1) the State

determine, pursuant to criteria established by it (which may or may not include a judicial determination), that the child

cannot or should not be returned to the home of his/her parents (as under current law); or (2) the child meets all medical

or disability requirements of title XVI (Supplemental Security Income) (SSI), and (as under current law) specific factors or

conditions apply. (Currently, the first requirement and the specific factor requirement must both apply. This Act makes it

sufficient to determine a child with special needs if the child cannot or should not be returned to the home of his/her

parents. The specific factor requirement does not have to apply in such a case, but must apply in the case of any child

who meets all SSI medical or disability requirements.)

Actions Timeline

Apr 10, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Apr 10, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S5188-5189)
Apr 10, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Finance.
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