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HR 692

Racial Equity and Fair Treatment Act of 2003
Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: House
Policy Area: Social Welfare
Introduced: Feb 11, 2003

Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Human Resources.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Human Resources. (Mar 3, 2003)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/692

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30]
Party: Democratic « State: TX ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (24 total)

Cosponsor

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large]
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Baldwin, Tammy [D-WI-2]
Clyburn, James E. [D-SC-6]
Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7]
Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18]

Jones, Stephanie Tubbs [D-OH-11]

Kennedy, Patrick J. [D-RI-1]
Kilpatrick, Carolyn C. [D-MI-13]
Lantos, Tom [D-CA-12]

Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9]

Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11]
Payne, Donald M. [D-NJ-10]
Schakowsky, Janice D. [D-IL-9]
Towns, Edolphus [D-NY-10]
Brown, Corrine [D-FL-3]
Brown, Sherrod [D-OH-13]
Filner, Bob [D-CA-51]
McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7]
Stark, Fortney Pete [D-CA-13]
Grijalva, Raul M. [D-AZ-7]
Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6]
Kucinich, Dennis J. [D-OH-10]
Jackson, Jesse L., Jr. [D-IL-2]
Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3]
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Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Ways and Means Committee House Referred to Mar 3, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Social Welfare

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Feb 11, 2003)

Racial Equity and Fair Treatment Act of 2003 - Authorizes the Secretary of Health and Human Services to award grants
to States and county applicants to pay the Federal share of the costs of improving the administration of support programs
for low-income families with children.

Amends part A (Temporary Assistance for Needy Families) (TANF) of title 1V of the Social Security Act to revise
requirements for assessments and work activities for TANF recipients.

Requires: (1) interpretation and translation services in certain cases for TANF recipients; (2) an expedited process for
discrimination complaints; (3) provision of notice of rights of TANF recipients; (3) training of TANF program personnel in
respecting such rights; (4) standardized sanction process; and (5) opportunity for TANF applicants or recipients to appeal
adverse decisions.

Modifies penalties against individuals for violating mandatory work requirements, creating additional exceptions, including
those for child care and discrimination.

Prohibits States from diverting potential TANF applicants.
Bans States from penalizing the entire family for the misconduct of one family member.

Amends the Personal Responsibility and Work Opportunity Reconciliation Act of 1996 to repeal provisions for denial of
assistance and benefits for certain drug-related convictions.

Makes various changes under the TANF program concerning: (1) the five-year time limit on assistance; and (2) treatment
of aliens.

Permits participation in English-as-a-second language programs as a work activity.

Prescribes requirements encouraging racial equality.

Actions Timeline

Mar 3, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Human Resources.
Feb 11, 2003: Introduced in House

Feb 11, 2003: Introduced in House

Feb 11, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means.
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