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HR 5155
Free Market Drug Act

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: Sep 28, 2004
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.  (Oct 8, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/5155 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Kucinich, Dennis J. [D-OH-10] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: OH   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (9 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Conyers, John, Jr. [D-MI-14] D · MI Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Davis, Danny K. [D-IL-7] D · IL Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Jackson, Jesse L., Jr. [D-IL-2] D · IL Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9] D · CA Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11] D · NY Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Serrano, Jose E. [D-NY-16] D · NY Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Hinchey, Maurice D. [D-NY-22] D · NY Oct 7, 2004

Del. Christensen, Donna M. [D-VI-At Large] D · VI Nov 17, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Oct 8, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Sep 28, 2004) 

Free Market Drug Act - Establishes the National Institute for Biomedical Research and Development to provide for the

development of drugs, biological products, and devices to: (1) increase the number and medical efficacy of drugs,

biological products, and devices on the market; and (2) make the drugs, biological products, and devices available to the

public at reasonable prices.

Requires the Director of the Institute to: (1) monitor the results of certain research to identify discoveries that, if subjected

to appropriate research and development activities, may be suitable for approval by the Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) as drugs, biological products, or devices for use in humans (candidate discoveries); (2) identify candidate

discoveries and carry out appropriate research and development regarding such discoveries; (3) establish, review, and

revise a plan for the development, testing, and manufacture of candidate discoveries through the Institute; (4) establish

priorities among candidate discoveries; and (5)) maintain an Internet site to make available to the public information on

activities under this Act.

Allows the Director to identify a discovery as a candidate discovery only if the Federal Government holds, or can

reasonably be expected to obtain, a patent on the discovery. Prohibits the Director from transferring ownership of such

patent to any non-Federal entity.

Allows civil suits to protect Federal ownership of patents.

Requires the Director to: (1) grant non-exclusive licenses for the commercial marketing of FDA-approved candidate

discoveries; (2) establish Federal laboratories to carry out this Act; and (3) establish a fund to provide cash awards for

making significant advances in knowledge regarding a disease, disorder, or other health condition.

Actions Timeline

Oct 8, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
Sep 28, 2004: Introduced in House
Sep 28, 2004: Referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.
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