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HR 5132
Rail and Public Transportation Security Act of 2004

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Transportation and Public Works
Introduced: Sep 23, 2004
Current Status: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E1698)
Latest Action: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E1698)  (Sep 24, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/5132 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Menendez, Robert [D-NJ-13] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NJ   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (11 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Andrews, Robert E. [D-NJ-1] D · NJ Sep 23, 2004

Rep. Holt, Rush [D-NJ-12] D · NJ Sep 23, 2004

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] D · NJ Sep 23, 2004

Rep. Pascrell, Bill, Jr. [D-NJ-8] D · NJ Sep 23, 2004

Rep. Payne, Donald M. [D-NJ-10] D · NJ Sep 23, 2004

Rep. Rothman, Steven R. [D-NJ-9] D · NJ Sep 23, 2004

Rep. Serrano, Jose E. [D-NY-16] D · NY Sep 28, 2004

Rep. Weiner, Anthony D. [D-NY-9] D · NY Sep 28, 2004

Resident Commissioner Acevedo-Vila, Anibal [D-PR-At Large] D · PR Oct 4, 2004

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Oct 6, 2004

Rep. Cummings, Elijah E. [D-MD-7] D · MD Dec 6, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Sep 23, 2004

Transportation and Infrastructure Committee House Referred to Sep 23, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Transportation and Public Works

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action

108 S 2273 Related bill Oct 4, 2004: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
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Summary  (as of Sep 23, 2004) 

Rail and Public Transportation Security Act of 2004 - Directs the Under Secretary of Homeland Security for Border and

Transportation Security to complete a vulnerability assessment of freight and passenger rail transportation for

identification of: (1) critical assets and infrastructures and threats to them; (2) vulnerabilities specific to the transportation

of hazardous materials via railroad; and (3) security weaknesses in passenger and cargo security, transportation

infrastructure, protection systems, procedural policies, communications systems, employee training, emergency response

planning, and any other area identified by the assessment. Requires the Under Secretary based on the assessment to

develop specific prioritized recommendations for improving rail security.

Directs the Secretary of Transportation to review existing Department of Transportation (DOT) rail regulations to identify

areas for revision to improve rail security.

Directs the Comptroller General to study and report to specified congressional committees on the rail passenger

transportation security programs in Japan, the European Union (EU), and other foreign countries in order to identify

effective rail transportation security measures.

Directs the Under Secretary to: (1) analyze the cost and feasibility of requiring security screening for passengers,

baggage, and mail on passenger trains; and (2) conduct a pilot program of random security screening of passengers and

baggage at a specified number of passenger rail stations served by Amtrak.

Authorizes the Secretary to make grants to Amtrak for fire and life-safety improvements and infrastructure upgrades to

tunnels on the Northeast Corridor.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to ensure that DOT receives timely notification, through the Information

Sharing and Analysis Center for Public Transportation, of all credible terrorist threats against public transportation assets.

Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to award research, development, and demonstration grants to public and

private entities to reduce and deter terrorist threats against public transportation systems.

Amends Federal transportation law to direct Amtrak to submit to the National Transportation Safety Board a plan to

address the needs of families of passengers involved in rail passenger accidents.

Authorizes the Under Secretary to make grants for certain system-wide Amtrak security upgrades and freight and

hazardous materials transportation and passenger rail security upgrades.

Directs the Federal Railroad Administration to set forth certain standards for welded rail and tank car safety

improvements.

Requires the Under Secretary to report to specified congressional committees: (1) an assessment of the current system

for preclearance and screening of rail and airline passengers and baggage, as well as freight railroad traffic, between the

United States and Canada; and (2) information on progress toward finalizing a protocol with Canada on preclearance of

rail passengers between the two countries.

Authorizes the Under Secretary to make operating grants and capital grants for mass transportation system security

improvements.



Actions Timeline

Sep 24, 2004: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR E1698)
Sep 23, 2004: Introduced in House
Sep 23, 2004: Referred to the House Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure.
Sep 23, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Highways, Transit and Pipelines.
Sep 23, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Railroads.
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