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HR 4900
Oceans Conservation, Education, and National Strategy for the 21st Century Act

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Public Lands and Natural Resources
Introduced: Jul 22, 2004
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment, Technology, and Standards.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment, Technology, and Standards.  (Aug 9, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/4900 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Greenwood, James C. [R-PA-8] 
Party: Republican   •   State: PA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (9 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Allen, Thomas H. [D-ME-1] D · ME Jul 22, 2004

Rep. Farr, Sam [D-CA-17] D · CA Jul 22, 2004

Rep. Weldon, Curt [R-PA-7] R · PA Jul 22, 2004

Rep. Kennedy, Patrick J. [D-RI-1] D · RI Sep 15, 2004

Rep. Woolsey, Lynn C. [D-CA-6] D · CA Sep 15, 2004

Rep. Case, Ed [D-HI-2] D · HI Sep 21, 2004

Rep. Ros-Lehtinen, Ileana [R-FL-18] R · FL Sep 21, 2004

Rep. Saxton, Jim [R-NJ-3] R · NJ Nov 18, 2004

Rep. Blumenauer, Earl [D-OR-3] D · OR Nov 24, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Natural Resources Committee House Referred to Aug 6, 2004

Science, Space, and Technology Committee House Referred to Aug 9, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Public Lands and Natural Resources

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of Jul 22, 2004) 

Oceans Conservation, Education, and National Strategy for the 21st Century Act - Specifies a national oceans policy.

Establishes national standards to require any Federal agency or federally funded activities that affect U.S. ocean waters

or ocean resources to be conducted in a manner that protects and maintains healthy marine ecosystems and, where

appropriate, restores degraded marine ecosystems.

Re-establishes in the Department of Commerce (what already exists under Reorganization Plan No. 4 of 1970) the

National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), administered by the Under Secretary of Commerce for

Oceans and Atmosphere. Directs the President to submit to Congress recommendations for reorganizing functions of

existing Federal agencies to establish a Department of Natural Resources having authority for Federal programs relating

to land, air, and water resources, including freshwater and ocean resources.

Establishes: (1) a National Oceans Advisor; (2) a National Oceans Council; and (3) the Council of Advisors on Oceans

Policy.

Designates certain ocean regions for ecosystem-based management. Establishes a NOAA Regional Office and a

Regional Ocean Council for each ocean region. Requires each Regional Ocean Council to prepare a Regional Ocean

Ecosystem Plan for each ocean region.

Establishes a Committee on Ocean Science, Education, and Operations (OSEO Committee). Directs the Chair of the

National Oceans Council to develop a National Strategy for Ocean and Coastal Science.

Establishes: (1) a Subcommittee on Ocean Education within the OSEO Committee; (2) an interagency ocean and coastal

education program; (3) a National Ocean Science and Technology Scholarship Program; and (4) a NOAA Office of

Education.

Directs the Administrator to conduct a national media campaign to increase public awareness and interest in the oceans,

through mass media advertising.

Establishes: (1) an Office of Ocean Exploration within the Ocean and Atmospheric Research and Data Services Office;

and (2) a Subcommittee on Ocean Exploration within the OSEO Committee.

Establishes in the Treasury the Ocean and Great Lakes Conservation Trust Fund.

Actions Timeline

Aug 9, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Environment, Technology, and Standards.
Aug 6, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Fisheries Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans.
Aug 6, 2004: Executive Comment Requested from Commerce.
Jul 22, 2004: Introduced in House
Jul 22, 2004: Introduced in House
Jul 22, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Science, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction
of the committee concerned.
Jul 22, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Science, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction
of the committee concerned.
Jul 22, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Resources, and in addition to the Committee on Science, for a period to be
subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall within the jurisdiction
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