LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/108/hr/4586

HR 4586
Family Movie Act of 2004

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Commerce

Introduced: Jun 16, 2004

Current Status. Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 410.

Latest Action: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 410. (Sep 8, 2004)
Official Text: https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/4586

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21]
Party: Republican < State TX ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (4 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R - VA Jun 16, 2004
Rep. Boucher, Rick [D-VA-9] D-VA Jun 21, 2004
Rep. Blunt, Roy [R-MO-7] R - MO Jul 8, 2004
Rep. Pitts, Joseph R. [R-PA-16] R -PA Jul 19, 2004
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Judiciary Committee House Reported by Jul 8, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Commerce

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary (as of Sep 8, 2004)

Family Movie Act of 2004 - Amends Federal copyright law to create an exemption from copyright infringement for: (1) the
act of rendering imperceptible portions of audio or video content in movies by or for the owner or lawful possessor of
authorized copies of such movies in the course of private home viewing by means of consumer equipment or services
that are operated by an individual in that household, serve only such household, and do not create a fixed copy of the
altered version; and (2) the use of technologies allowing such movie content to be rendered imperceptible where the
technology does not create a copy of the altered version.

Amends the Trademark Act of 1946 to protect from liability for trademark infringement: (1) persons who engage in the
above-referenced conduct; and (2) manufacturers, licensees, or licensors of technology that enables content to be
rendered imperceptible.

Requires such manufacturers, licensees, or licensors to ensure that the technology provides notice that performance of
the movie is altered from the director's or copyright holder's intended performance. Establishes civil penalties for
manufacturers who fail to provide the requisite notice.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 8, 2004: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Judiciary. H. Rept. 108-670.

e Sep 8, 2004: Reported (Amended) by the Committee on Judiciary. H. Rept. 108-670.

Sep 8, 2004: Placed on the Union Calendar, Calendar No. 410.

e Jul 21, 2004: Committee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

e Jul 21, 2004: Ordered to be Reported (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 18 - 9.

e Jul 8, 2004: Subcommittee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

e Jul 8, 2004 Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee (Amended) by the Yeas and Nays: 11 - 5.
e Jun 17, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Courts, the Internet, and Intellectual Property.
e Jun 17, 2004: Subcommittee Hearings Held.

e Jun 16, 2004: Introduced in House

e Jun 16, 2004: Introduced in House

e Jun 16, 2004: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.

Generated by LegiList — https://legilist.com - Public data belongs to the public.


https://legilist.com

