LegiList
Congress, Made Clear.
Bill Fact Sheet — December 5, 2025
https://legilist.com
Bill page: https://legilist.com/bill/108/hr/4547

HR 4547

Defending America's Most Vulnerable: Safe Access to Drug Treatment and Child Protection Act of 2004
Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Crime and Law Enforcement

Introduced: Jun 14, 2004

Current Status: Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee (Amended) by Voice Vote.

Latest Action: Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee (Amended) by Voice Vote. (Sep 23, 2004)

Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/4547

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Sensenbrenner, F. James, Jr. [R-WI-5]
Party: Republican < State WI « Chamber: House

Cosponsors (20 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Carter, John R. [R-TX-31] R-TX Jul 7, 2004
Rep. Coble, Howard [R-NC-6] R -NC Jul 7, 2004
Rep. Feeney, Tom [R-FL-24] R-FL Jul 7, 2004
Rep. Gallegly, Elton [R-CA-24] R-CA Jul 7, 2004
Rep. Green, Mark [R-WI-8] R -WI Jul 7, 2004
Rep. Smith, Lamar [R-TX-21] R-TX Jul 7, 2004
Rep. Bachus, Spencer [R-AL-6] R - AL Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Blackburn, Marsha [R-TN-7] R-TN Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Cannon, Chris [R-UT-3] R-UT Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Chabot, Steve [R-OH-1] R -OH Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Forbes, J. Randy [R-VA-4] R VA Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Goodlatte, Bob [R-VA-6] R - VA Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Hart, Melissa A. [R-PA-4] R - PA Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Hostettler, John N. [R-IN-8] R -IN Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Hyde, Henry J. [R-IL-6] R-IL Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Jenkins, William L. [R-TN-1] R-TN Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Keller, Ric [R-FL-8] R-FL Sep 28, 2004
Rep. King, Steve [R-1A-5] R-I1A Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Pence, Mike [R-IN-6] R -IN Sep 28, 2004
Rep. Souder, Mark E. [R-IN-3] R -IN Nov 16, 2004
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date
Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Jun 18, 2004
Judiciary Committee House Reported by Sep 23, 2004


https://legilist.com
https://legilist.com/bill/108/hr/4547
https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/4547
https://legilist.com/legislator/S000244
https://legilist.com/legislator/C001051
https://legilist.com/legislator/C000556
https://legilist.com/legislator/F000447
https://legilist.com/legislator/G000021
https://legilist.com/legislator/G000545
https://legilist.com/legislator/S000583
https://legilist.com/legislator/B000013
https://legilist.com/legislator/B001243
https://legilist.com/legislator/C000116
https://legilist.com/legislator/C000266
https://legilist.com/legislator/F000445
https://legilist.com/legislator/G000289
https://legilist.com/legislator/H001033
https://legilist.com/legislator/H000807
https://legilist.com/legislator/H001022
https://legilist.com/legislator/J000082
https://legilist.com/legislator/K000361
https://legilist.com/legislator/K000362
https://legilist.com/legislator/P000587
https://legilist.com/legislator/S001143

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Crime and Law Enforcement

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Jun 14, 2004)

Defending America's Most Vulnerable: Safe Access to Drug Treatment and Child Protection Act of 2004 - Amends the
Controlled Substances Act (CSA) to expand penalties for drug distribution to persons under age 21 and to cover
attempts, conspiracy, and distribution, without regard to the type of controlled substance and schedule. Modifies
provisions regarding distributing or manufacturing drugs in or near schools to delete the "100 feet" limitation, to include
public libraries and daycare facilities, and to increase imprisonment terms. Increases or expands the scope of penalties
regarding employing children to distribute drugs near schools and playgrounds, employing persons under age 18 in drug
distribution, and distributing drugs to underage persons.

Directs the U.S. Sentencing Commission to amend the sentencing guidelines to: (1) increase base offense levels for
drug-related offenses involving minors; and (2) provide for specified sentencing enhancements for persons possessing or
brandishing a firearm.

Prohibits distributing or manufacturing a controlled substance within 1,000 feet of a drug treatment facility.

Modifies: (1) Federal criminal code provisions regarding the sentencing of a defendant who substantially assists the
Government in an investigation and prosecution, and regarding detention prior to sentencing; and (2) the Federal Rules
of Criminal Procedure regarding the acceptance or rejection of plea agreements.

Amends the CSA to: (1) increase penalties for, and expand the scope of provisions regarding, endangering human life
while illegally manufacturing a controlled substance; and (2) provide for life imprisonment without release for drug felons
and violent criminals convicted a third time.

Actions Timeline

e Sep 23, 2004: Subcommittee Consideration and Mark-up Session Held.

Sep 23, 2004: Forwarded by Subcommittee to Full Committee (Amended) by Voice Vote.

e Jul 6, 2004: Subcommittee Hearings Held.

e Jun 28, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Crime, Terrorism, and Homeland Security.

e Jun 18, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman.

e Jun 14, 2004: Introduced in House

e Jun 14, 2004: Introduced in House

e Jun 14, 2004: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Jun 14, 2004: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.

e Jun 14, 2004: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and Commerce,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
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