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HRES 445
Expressing the disapproval of the House of Representatives with respect to the report issued on November 10,
2003, by the World Trade Organization (WTO) Appellate Body which concluded that United States safeguard
measures applied to the importation of certain steel products were in violation of certain WTO agreements,
calling for reforms in the WTO dispute settlement system, and for other purposes.

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Foreign Trade and International Finance
Introduced: Nov 18, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.  (Nov 24, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-resolution/445 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Cardin, Benjamin L. [D-MD-3] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: MD   •   Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors  (12 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Levin, Sander M. [D-MI-12] D · MI Nov 18, 2003

Rep. Visclosky, Peter J. [D-IN-1] D · IN Nov 18, 2003

Rep. Berry, Marion [D-AR-1] D · AR Nov 19, 2003

Rep. Jones, Stephanie Tubbs [D-OH-11] D · OH Nov 19, 2003

Rep. Kucinich, Dennis J. [D-OH-10] D · OH Nov 19, 2003

Rep. Murtha, John P. [D-PA-12] D · PA Nov 19, 2003

Rep. Strickland, Ted [D-OH-6] D · OH Nov 19, 2003

Rep. Stupak, Bart [D-MI-1] D · MI Nov 19, 2003

Rep. Brown, Sherrod [D-OH-13] D · OH Nov 21, 2003

Rep. Davis, Artur [D-AL-7] D · AL Nov 21, 2003

Rep. Oberstar, James L. [D-MN-8] D · MN Nov 21, 2003

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] D · NJ Nov 21, 2003

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Ways and Means Committee House Referred to Nov 24, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Foreign Trade and International Finance
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Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Nov 18, 2003) 

Disapproves the adverse decision of the World Trade Organization (WTO) Appellate Body with respect to the March 5,

2002, imposition by the United States of safeguard measures on the importation of certain steel products as having

added to U.S. obligations and diminished U.S. rights under the WTO agreements.

Calls upon: (1) the U.S. Trade Representative (USTR) immediately to request the U.S. International Trade Commission

(ITC) to issue an advisory report with respect to the Appellate Body decision; (2) the ITC to issue its report expeditiously;

(3) the USTR immediately to request the ITC under the Uruguay Round Agreements Act to make a determination

rendering its actions not inconsistent with the Appellate Body decision; (4) the ITC to issue such a determination

expeditiously; (5) the President immediately to repeal all exclusions to the safeguard measures which were given for the

benefit of European Union (EU) steelmakers should the EU retaliate against the safeguard measures in the form of

counter import restrictions; and (6) the USTR to pursue vigorously within the WTO negotiations to reform the WTO

dispute settlement process to increase its transparency and to ensure that it does not act outside its authority to limit

trade remedy laws, create new obligations, or undermine legitimate trade actions brought by the United States or other

member countries of the WTO.

Calls for the establishment of a commission of distinguished jurists to advise Congress on the reports issued through the

WTO dispute settlement system and, in particular, on whether such reports are consistent with Articles 3.2 and 19.2 of

the Understanding on Rules and Procedures Governing the Settlement of Disputes.

Actions Timeline

Nov 24, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Trade.
Nov 18, 2003: Introduced in House
Nov 18, 2003: Introduced in House
Nov 18, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on Ways and Means.
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