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HR 4400
Connecting the Operations of National Networks of Emergency Communications Technologies for First
Responders Act of 2004

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Science, Technology, Communications
Introduced: May 19, 2004
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Science, and Research and Development.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Science, and Research and Development.  (Jun 16,
2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/4400 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Lowey, Nita M. [D-NY-18] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House
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Cosponsors  (42 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Del. Norton, Eleanor Holmes [D-DC-At Large] D · DC May 19, 2004

Rep. Andrews, Robert E. [D-NJ-1] D · NJ May 19, 2004

Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-23] D · CA May 19, 2004

Rep. Cardoza, Dennis A. [D-CA-18] D · CA May 19, 2004

Rep. Case, Ed [D-HI-2] D · HI May 19, 2004

Rep. DeFazio, Peter A. [D-OR-4] D · OR May 19, 2004

Rep. Delahunt, William D. [D-MA-10] D · MA May 19, 2004

Rep. Dicks, Norman D. [D-WA-6] D · WA May 19, 2004

Rep. Etheridge, Bob [D-NC-2] D · NC May 19, 2004

Rep. Frost, Martin [D-TX-24] D · TX May 19, 2004

Rep. Green, Gene [D-TX-29] D · TX May 19, 2004

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ May 19, 2004

Rep. Gutierrez, Luis V. [D-IL-4] D · IL May 19, 2004

Rep. Hastings, Alcee L. [D-FL-23] D · FL May 19, 2004

Rep. Hoeffel, Joseph M. [D-PA-13] D · PA May 19, 2004

Rep. Jackson-Lee, Sheila [D-TX-18] D · TX May 19, 2004

Rep. Johnson, Eddie Bernice [D-TX-30] D · TX May 19, 2004

Rep. Kilpatrick, Carolyn C. [D-MI-13] D · MI May 19, 2004

Rep. Langevin, James R. [D-RI-2] D · RI May 19, 2004

Rep. Lantos, Tom [D-CA-12] D · CA May 19, 2004

Rep. Lee, Barbara [D-CA-9] D · CA May 19, 2004

Rep. Lucas, Ken [D-KY-4] D · KY May 19, 2004

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] D · NY May 19, 2004

Rep. Matsui, Robert T. [D-CA-5] D · CA May 19, 2004

Rep. McCarthy, Karen [D-MO-5] D · MO May 19, 2004

Rep. Moore, Dennis [D-KS-3] D · KS May 19, 2004

Rep. Nadler, Jerrold [D-NY-8] D · NY May 19, 2004

Rep. Reyes, Silvestre [D-TX-16] D · TX May 19, 2004

Rep. Roybal-Allard, Lucille [D-CA-34] D · CA May 19, 2004

Rep. Sanchez, Loretta [D-CA-47] D · CA May 19, 2004

Rep. Sandlin, Max [D-TX-1] D · TX May 19, 2004

Rep. Skelton, Ike [D-MO-4] D · MO May 19, 2004

Rep. Slaughter, Louise McIntosh [D-NY-28] D · NY May 19, 2004

Rep. Tierney, John F. [D-MA-6] D · MA May 19, 2004

Rep. Towns, Edolphus [D-NY-10] D · NY May 19, 2004

Rep. Turner, Jim [D-TX-2] D · TX May 19, 2004

Rep. Wynn, Albert Russell [D-MD-4] D · MD May 19, 2004

Resident Commissioner Acevedo-Vila, Anibal [D-PR-At Large] D · PR May 19, 2004

Rep. DeLauro, Rosa L. [D-CT-3] D · CT Jun 1, 2004

Rep. Weiner, Anthony D. [D-NY-9] D · NY Jun 1, 2004

Rep. McCollum, Betty [D-MN-4] D · MN Jul 13, 2004
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Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Pallone, Frank, Jr. [D-NJ-6] D · NJ Jul 13, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to Jun 7, 2004

Homeland Security Committee House Referred to Jun 16, 2004

Homeland Security Committee House Referred to Jun 16, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Science, Technology, Communications

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of May 19, 2004) 

Connecting the Operations of National Networks of Emergency Communications Technologies for First Responders Act

of 2004 - Amends the Homeland Security Act of 2002 to express the sense of Congress that: (1) Project SAFECOM (an

e-government initiative) has made very limited progress toward achieving communications interoperability among

government entities; (2) a lack of effective collaboration and consistent funding are impeding progress; and (3) all funding

and program management to achieve interoperability should reside within the Department of Homeland Security.

Establishes the Office of Wireless Public Safety Interoperable Communications within the Directorate of Science and

Technology.

Requires with regard to communications interoperability: (1) the Secretary, acting through the Director of such Office, to

provide leadership, coordination, and technical assistance; (2) the Director, under the direction of the Under Secretary for

Science and Technology, to conduct R&D, evaluate new technologies, promote deployment of advanced broadband

communications technologies, and encourage flexible and open architectures and standards; (3) the Secretary, acting

through both the Director and the Office of State and Local Government Coordination, to conduct outreach and

coordination; and (4) the Secretary, acting through the Director, to develop a national strategy.

Creates an interoperable communications technology grant program for eligible States (those States lacking adequate

interoperability that have submitted a communications interoperability plan to the Secretary) and local governments and

public safety agencies within such States.

Prohibits the award of grants to reimburse recipients for past expenditures except that public safety agencies may be

reimbursed for funds expended after September 11, 2001, and before the date of enactment of this Act if such

expenditures support an approved agency plan.
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Actions Timeline

Jun 16, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Emergency Preparedness and Response.
Jun 16, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Cybersecurity, Science, and Research and Development.
Jun 7, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Telecommunications and the Internet.
May 19, 2004: Introduced in House
May 19, 2004: Introduced in House
May 19, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Homeland
Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
May 19, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Homeland
Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
May 19, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Energy and Commerce, and in addition to the Committee on Homeland
Security (Select), for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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