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HR 4374
Patient Safety Act of 2004

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Health
Introduced: May 17, 2004
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman. 
(May 21, 2004) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/4374 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Hinchey, Maurice D. [D-NY-22] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: NY   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (6 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Capps, Lois [D-CA-23] D · CA Sep 8, 2004

Rep. McCarthy, Carolyn [D-NY-4] D · NY Sep 8, 2004

Rep. Wexler, Robert [D-FL-19] D · FL Sep 14, 2004

Rep. Owens, Major R. [D-NY-11] D · NY Sep 29, 2004

Rep. Kennedy, Patrick J. [D-RI-1] D · RI Oct 5, 2004

Rep. Payne, Donald M. [D-NJ-10] D · NJ Nov 17, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Energy and Commerce Committee House Referred to May 21, 2004

Ways and Means Committee House Referred to May 20, 2004

Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Health

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.
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Summary  (as of May 17, 2004) 

Patient Safety Act of 2004 - Requires any provider under the Medicare program (title XVIII of the Social Security Act ), as

a condition of continued participation in such program, to make publicly available information regarding nurse staffing and

patient outcomes as specified by the Secretary.

Requires the public availability of data regarding complaints filed with the State agency, the Centers for Medicare &

Medicaid Services, or an accrediting agency, compliance with the standards of which have been deemed to demonstrate

Medicare participation compliance, and data regarding investigations and findings as a result of those complaints and the

findings of scheduled inspection visits.

Requires the Secretary to provide for the auditing of such information for accuracy as a part of the process of determining

whether a provider is eligible for continued participation in the Medicare program.

Amends SSA title XVIII and XIX (Medicaid) to provide for public disclosure of accurate data on nursing facility staffing.

Creates a staffing quality measure for consumers to compare nursing facilities.

Prohibits adverse employment actions by Medicare providers against their employees for notifying the provider, or any

Federal or State agency or accreditation agency, of conditions which are dangerous or potentially dangerous to patients.

Actions Timeline

May 21, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Chairman.
May 20, 2004: Referred to the Subcommittee on Health.
May 17, 2004: Introduced in House
May 17, 2004: Introduced in House
May 17, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
May 17, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
May 17, 2004: Referred to the Committee on Ways and Means, and in addition to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce, for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such
provisions as fall within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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