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HR 3452

Visitor Information and Security Accountability (VISA) Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: House

Policy Area: Immigration

Introduced: Nov 6, 2003

Current Status. Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.

Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims. (Dec 10, 2003)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/3452

Sponsor

Name: Rep. Sessions, Pete [R-TX-32]
Party: Republican < State TX ¢ Chamber: House

Cosponsors (18 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Rep. Baker, Richard H. [R-LA-6] R LA Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Boyd, Allen [D-FL-2] D-FL Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Bradley, Jeb [R-NH-1] R - NH Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Cubin, Barbara [R-WY-At Large] R -WY Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Cunningham, Randy (Duke) [R-CA-50] R-CA Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Davis, Lincoln [D-TN-4] D-TN Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Garrett, Scott [R-NJ-5] R-NJ Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Myrick, Sue Wilkins [R-NC-9] R -NC Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Neugebauer, Randy [R-TX-19] R-TX Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Peterson, Collin C. [D-MN-7] D - MN Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Stenholm, Charles W. [D-TX-17] D-TX Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Sullivan, John [R-OK-1] R -OK Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Sweeney, John E. [R-NY-20] R - NY Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Tiberi, Patrick J. [R-OH-12] R -OH Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Toomey, Patrick J. [R-PA-15] R -PA Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Wicker, Roger F. [R-MS-1] R -MS Nov 6, 2003
Rep. Vitter, David [R-LA-1] R-LA Nov 18, 2003
Rep. Souder, Mark E. [R-IN-3] R-IN Mar 23, 2004
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Dec 10, 2003
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Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary (as of Nov 6, 2003)

Visitor Information and Security Accountability (VISA) Act - Directs the Secretary of Homeland Security to: (1) establish
an executive body to advise and direct the US-VISIT program; and (2) require the US-VISIT program Director to
expeditiously establish an effective program management capability.

Amends the Immigration and Nationality Act to prohibit, with discretionary waiver, use of an insecure document by an
alien for: (1) U.S. entry or departure; or (2) identification purposes by public or private conveyance in interstate
commerce. (Defines insecure document as a driver's license, identification card, or other document issued by a State or
subdivision, or a foreign consular representative in the United States, that may be issued to an alien who has overstayed
his or her visa, or is present in the United States without being admitted or paroled.)

Requires in-person consular interviews with all visa applicants.

Requires a Customs and Border Protection Agency FY 2003 and 2004 staffing report by a specified date.
Provides specified funding for the (border) air program.

Amends Federal law to authorize border use of the Army and Air Force.

Amends the Act: (1) to increase alien smuggling penalties; (2) to provide the Secretary with administrative authority to
remove aliens on security or terrorist grounds; and (3) with respect to release of aliens in removal proceedings, and
detention of aliens delivered by bondsmen.

Requires foreign student (F-1 visa), business (B-1 visa), and tourist (B-2 visa) nonimmigrant aliens from countries with
the highest overstay rates to post a maintenance of status/departure bond (as provided for by this Act) with a
guaranteeing bonding agent or surety before such visas may be issued. Provides that: (1) the bond shall be returned in
full to a complying alien upon return to his or her home country; (2) a bonding agent or surety shall be responsible for
surrendering a non-complying alien to the Department of Homeland Security, or pay a penalty.

Sets forth bond renewal provisions for such aliens seeking adjustment of status.

Requires aliens arrested and detained pending a removal decision to post a delivery bond (guaranteeing delivery of an
alien against whom the Department has issued an order to show cause or a notice to appear) of at least $10,000 in order
to be released from custody, unless an immigration judge orders such alien's release on his or her own recognizance.
Provides that a bonding agent or surety shall be responsible for surrendering a non-complying alien to the Department, or
pay a penalty.



Actions Timeline

e Dec 10, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.
e Nov 6, 2003: Introduced in House

e Nov 6, 2003: Referred to the House Committee on the Judiciary.
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