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S321

Firefighting Research and Coordination Act

Congress: 108 (2003—-2005, Ended)

Chamber: Senate

Policy Area: Emergency Management

Introduced: Feb 5, 2003

Current Status. Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Hearings held.

Latest Action: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Hearings held. (Apr 30, 2003)
Official Text: https://lwww.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/senate-bill/321

Sponsor

Name: Sen. McCain, John [R-AZ]
Party: Republican < State: AZ ¢ Chamber: Senate

Cosponsors (8 total)

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined
Sen. Biden, Joseph R., Jr. [D-DE] D - DE Feb 5, 2003
Sen. Cantwell, Maria [D-WA] D-WA Feb 5, 2003
Sen. DeWine, Mike [R-OH] R - OH Feb 5, 2003
Sen. Hollings, Ernest F. [D-SC] D-sC Feb 5, 2003
Sen. Brownback, Sam [R-KS] R - KS Mar 10, 2003
Sen. Carper, Thomas R. [D-DE] D - DE Mar 13, 2003
Sen. Graham, Lindsey [R-SC] R-SC Mar 18, 2003
Sen. Snowe, Olympia J. [R-ME] R - ME Jun 19, 2003
Committee Activity

Committee Chamber  Activity Date
Commerce, Science, and Transportation Committee Senate Hearings By (full committee) Apr 30, 2003

Subjects & Policy Tags
Policy Area:

Emergency Management

Related Bills

Bill Relationship Last Action
108 HR 545 Identical bill Feb 20, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Research.
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Summary (as of Feb 5, 2003)

Firefighting Research and Coordination Act - Amends the Federal Fire Prevention and Control Act of 1974 to direct the
Administrator of the United States Fire Administration (Director of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA))
to: (1) develop new, and utilize existing, measurement techniques and testing methodologies for evaluating new
firefighting technologies; (2) evaluate the compatibility of new equipment and technology with existing technology; and (3)
support the development of new standards through national voluntary consensus standards organizations for new
firefighting technologies based on specified techniques and methodologies.

Directs the Administrator to: (1) provide technical assistance and training to State and local fire service officials to
establish nationwide and State mutual aid systems for dealing with national emergencies; and (2) develop and make
model mutual aid plans for both intrastate and interstate assistance available to State and local fire service officials.

Requires the Director of FEMA to revise FEMA's Federal Response Plan to incorporate plans for responding to terrorist
attacks, particularly in urban areas.

Authorizes the Superintendent of the National Academy for Fire Prevention and Control to train fire service personnel in:
(1) strategies for building collapse rescue; (2) the use of technology in response to fires; (3) response, tactics, and
strategies for dealing with terrorist-caused national catastrophes; (4) use of and familiarity with the national plan; (5)
leadership and strategic skills, including integrated management systems operations and integrated response; (6)
strategies and tactics for fighting forest fires; (7) integration of terrorism response agencies into the national terrorism
incident response system; and (8) response tactics and strategies for fighting fires at U.S. ports, including fires on the
water and aboard vessels.

Actions Timeline

Apr 30, 2003: Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. Hearings held.
Feb 5, 2003: Introduced in Senate
Feb 5, 2003: Sponsor introductory remarks on measure. (CR S2007-2008)

Feb 5, 2003: Read twice and referred to the Committee on Commerce, Science, and Transportation. (text of measure
as introduced: CR S2008-2009)
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