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HR 2949
International Marriage Broker Regulation Act of 2003

Congress: 108 (2003–2005, Ended)
Chamber: House
Policy Area: Immigration
Introduced: Jul 25, 2003
Current Status: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.
Latest Action: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.  (Sep 4, 2003) 
Official Text:  https://www.congress.gov/bill/108th-congress/house-bill/2949 

Sponsor

Name:  Rep. Larsen, Rick [D-WA-2] 
Party: Democratic   •   State: WA   •   Chamber: House

Cosponsors  (17 total) 

Cosponsor Party / State Role Date Joined

Rep. Inslee, Jay [D-WA-1] D · WA Jul 25, 2003

Rep. Kirk, Mark Steven [R-IL-10] R · IL Jul 25, 2003

Rep. Dicks, Norman D. [D-WA-6] D · WA Sep 5, 2003

Rep. Maloney, Carolyn B. [D-NY-14] D · NY Sep 23, 2003

Rep. Evans, Lane [D-IL-17] D · IL Oct 24, 2003

Rep. McGovern, James P. [D-MA-3] D · MA Oct 24, 2003

Rep. Miller, George [D-CA-7] D · CA Oct 24, 2003

Rep. Weldon, Curt [R-PA-7] R · PA Oct 24, 2003

Rep. Pitts, Joseph R. [R-PA-16] R · PA Nov 5, 2003

Rep. Towns, Edolphus [D-NY-10] D · NY Nov 5, 2003

Rep. Wexler, Robert [D-FL-19] D · FL Nov 5, 2003

Rep. Wolf, Frank R. [R-VA-10] R · VA Nov 5, 2003

Rep. DeGette, Diana [D-CO-1] D · CO Nov 10, 2003

Rep. Grijalva, Raúl M. [D-AZ-7] D · AZ Dec 8, 2003

Rep. McDermott, Jim [D-WA-7] D · WA Mar 4, 2004

Rep. Baird, Brian [D-WA-3] D · WA Mar 10, 2004

Rep. Smith, Adam [D-WA-9] D · WA Jun 3, 2004

Committee Activity

Committee Chamber Activity Date

Foreign Affairs Committee House Referred To Jul 25, 2003

Judiciary Committee House Referred to Sep 4, 2003
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Subjects & Policy Tags

Policy Area:

Immigration

Related Bills

No related bills are listed.

Summary  (as of Jul 25, 2003) 

International Marriage Broker Regulation Act of 2003 - Amends the Immigration and Nationality Act to prohibit U.S.

citizens or lawful permanent residents (LPRs) from filing more than one application for a K fiance(e) visa in any one-year

period.

Amends the Omnibus Consolidated Appropriations Act, 1997 to prohibit international marriage brokers from releasing a

foreign national client's personal contact information until the broker has informed the foreign national of the rights of

domestic violence victims in the United States and received a signed consent to the release. Requires brokers to obtain

specified background information from citizen or LPR clients and to forward such information to foreign nationals.

Establishes civil and criminal penalties for violations of this Act. Authorizes States to bring civil actions for such violations

in the U.S. district courts.

Requires petitioners for fiance(e) visas to undergo criminal history background checks.

Modifies consular processing procedures for fiance(e) visa applications to require specified disclosures to alien

applicants.

Amends the Victims of Trafficking and Violence Protection Act of 2000 to require an evaluation of the role of international

marriage brokers in facilitating trafficking.

Requires a citizen or LPR client to provide to U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, as part of a fiance(e) visa

petition, the information that such clients are required to submit to brokers under this Act.

Prohibits a fiance(e) visa holder's awareness of the criminal background of a citizen or LPR client from being used as

evidence that the marriage was not entered into in good faith.

Actions Timeline

Sep 4, 2003: Referred to the Subcommittee on Immigration, Border Security, and Claims.
Jul 25, 2003: Introduced in House
Jul 25, 2003: Introduced in House
Jul 25, 2003: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on International Relations,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Jul 25, 2003: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on International Relations,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
Jul 25, 2003: Referred to the Committee on the Judiciary, and in addition to the Committee on International Relations,
for a period to be subsequently determined by the Speaker, in each case for consideration of such provisions as fall
within the jurisdiction of the committee concerned.
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